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Santa Gruz Yestordays

! :
| COWELL LIME KILNS AT RINCON (From the Preston-Sawyer Collection)
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Jordan and Davis tried lime bur-
ning near Lexington in the Santa
Cruz mountains above Los Gatos
but found that, although they could
get $12 a barrel in San Francisco
the cost of taking it out on mule-
back was prohibitive. After an ex-
perimental kiln near Mount Diablo
.{they concluded Santa Cruz offered :
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‘ First Kilns Out High St.
Near what is known as Meder
creek, beyond Bay street and ad-
| jacent to upper High street, they
put in kilns. The business pros-
pered; they sailed their own
schooners to San Francisco and .in
1857 paid $250,000 for a 400 ton
steamship which was built in the
east and brought around the Horn.
| The ship “Santa Cruz” proved
{too big for economical operation
|and they traded it to the Sainse-
vain brothers of San Jose for Ran-|
| cho Canada del Kincon, a few miles|
!up the San Lorenzo river ‘canyon.
| Jordan died in 1866 and his in-

|terest in the lime business was
|bought by Henry Cowell, a 48
;gearold New Englander, for $400,-
00.

| Davis’ death came in 1888, after
which the firm became the Cowell
Lime company. Henry Cowell be-
lcame the largest land owner in
Santa Cruz county.

Rincon Plant Developed

After the turn of the ecentury
{Cowell began developing the plant
pictured, which was put into oper-
ation in 1906, with a long trestle
to earry the rock from the hills to
|the west, across the highway. The
| railroad, back of the plant, in front
{of the row of workmen’s cottages,
gave shipping facilities.




