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Hospital gran

| Event features speeches,
Jfireworks, bands, and tours

By DAVID PACINJ’&.
STAFF WRITER i
WATSONVILLE — Nearly nine
years after the Loma*Priéta earth-
quake damaged Watsonville Hospi-
tal’s facility at Green Valley Road,
officials from every level of govern-

ment will visit Watsonville Sunday

afternoon to help community mem-
bers celebrate the opening of the
health care provider’s new campus.
The grand opening, scheduled
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 75 Nielson
St., will feature speeches, a ribbon
cutting ceremony, musical enter-
tainment, a flag raising ceremony,
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disaster for our community,” said
Friel in a prepared statemgnt. .
After officials determined in
1990 that the ground floor of ths
facility at 298 Green Valley Roa
had been severely darpaged by thg
earthquake, the hospital quahﬁ;e\
for a grant from FEMA and the
Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services. By adding money from

r sources, hospital off1c1a}s
(\::Bfe able to complete thte $73 mil-
i cement project. .
ho&zil())l::\panying the festivities
will be music provided by the. Watj
sonville Band and a mariaehi
band. Troop 558 of the Boy Scouf:s
of America will conduct a flag rais-
ing ceremony, and Flrework(sl
America will offer a 30-sec‘ond
pyrotechnic display.. Self—gl.uded
tours of the new fac111t¥, desxgned
by ADP Marshall Archltec:ts, and
built by Turner Construction an
a variety of subcontractors, begin

t 3 p.m. :

° %tf)’(:a‘(l)plepshould come a little
early because they may have t;)(
walk a bit from where.they par
to the building,” said King.

The open house celebrat_lon is
free andpopen to the ‘pubhc. Al-
though the grand opening celebra-
tion takes place Sunday, the nehw
hospital will not be open to t! éa
public for business untll. April 2 i
when the hospital’s patients wil

ved. W
" rOnI(l) April 26, the new hospital’s
emergency room will open for
business at 6 a.m. Emergency

room services will continu.e at the
old facility until noon April 26.

opening

fireworks, and tours of the new hos-
pital. The celebration will begin
with the arrival of a gurney, which
emergency room physicians and
nurses will push two miles from the
old hospital site to the new one.
“We expect to have a big turnout
from the community,” said hospital
spokeswoman Kathleen King. “We
think there will be a significant
number of people of who will be
very interested in seeing their new
hospital. We tried to arrange to de-
velop a range of activities everyone
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would enjoy and we hope people
will come and have a wonderful
time.”

Highlighting the ceremonies
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. will be remarks
by Congressman Sam Farr, Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) Regional Director Michael
Hirsch, retired State Senator Henry
Mello, State Senator Bruce McPher:
son, Statg#ssemblyman Peter Fru:
setta, Sgiita Cruz County Supervis
Ray Belgard, and Watgonville M.
orPennis Osmer. V 4
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Hospital officials, including
Board Chair Betsy Woolpert, Chief
of Medical Sfaff Stan Hajduk, and
President ghd CEO John Friel will
also spegk, along with Santa Cruz
CountyHealth Officer and Medical
Direétor George Wolfe.

#This is truly a historic event not
ghly because it occurs as we begin
ur second century of service to

~ arearesidents, but also because this

drearp represents a triumph over

‘ See/@PENING, page 2



