SIM M%s— 14,1998
rescuers

PRimel . Shed fer

closing
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Mercury News Staff Writer
After 15 years of caring for
sick and dying creatures, Santa
Cruz’s Native Animal Rescue
wildlife rehabilitation center said
last week it planned to shut its
doors as of today for lack pf
funds. Py
Staff members ’
and - volunteers They
at the non-profit
center blamed
the decision on
Both & cush WBE
shortage and the
stress of working @Xcellent .
in cramped quar-
ters on Seventh job, and
Avenue shared

by the Santa 'tearem

Cruz Society for

the Prevention Sfitical -

of Cruelty to An- i

imals. need. v
“It’s extremely — Marilee

upsetting,’”’ said Geyer, SPCA
center volunteer '
Alysson Baker. ;
The center was overwhelmed
this summer with more than 400
sick and dying seabirds that mys-
teriously began washing ashore
in Monterey Bay. The birds ap-
parently were starving, but no
explanation for the large num-
bers affected has been found. |

Gail Ortiz, president of the cen-
ter's board of directors, said the
wild animals it cares for have
been unduly stressed by the bark-
ing dogs at the SPCA, makmg
their recovery difficult.

The SPCA has allowed the cen‘_-
ter to use 180 square feet of
space rent-free, and the center
does not have enough money to
move into bigger, quieter quar;
ters, Baker said.

Friction between the center and_
the SPCA contributed to the deci-.
sion to clese, Ortiz said.

“Our relationship with SPCA,
has not been good,” Ortiz sai
“The situation has worsened m
the last couple of months, and our
staff basically said they just can ;
do it anymore.”

SPCA spokeswoman Marllee
Geyer said the news was a sur-
prise.

“We're shocked and saddened:
by this,” Geyer said. “They cer-
tainly do an excellent job, and it’s;
a real critical need.”

The SPCA does not have a

" wildlife rehabilitation license and:

will have to apply for one before

it can care for wild animals, Gey~
er said. v

“We're going to do the best wer
can to take over their services,!'
she said.

Native Animal Rescue has been
run by three staff members and,
several volunteers on a budget of’
about $50,000 a year, all from
private donations, Baker said.



