ARTHQUAKE
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‘even closer together.

By JENNIFER SASSEEN
STAFF WRITER =

HE OCT. 17 earthquake
has drawn the close-knit
Corralitos community

-« While reepening the Browns
Valley Road bridge to traffic will

physically reunite Corralitos,

residents have already united in
spirit since the quake, helping to
rebuild the ‘,tgyvn.

“The community feeling that
we already have here has been

reinforced,” said Richard Fag-
gioli, a Corralitos resident who
‘serves on the boards of the Cor-
ralitos Valley Community Council

and the Santa Cruz County Re-
source Conservation District.
Corralitos Community Free
Methodist Church on Browns
ey Road, which housed a

‘Head Start program before the
quake

C and sustained nearly
$160 000 in damage, is slowly be-
ing rebuilt by volunteers who
donate their Saturdays to the*

project.

- The Rev. Ernie Miller, pastor

of the church, estimated the
Head Start program would be

.able to resume within a month.

The church has received enough
money in contributions to fund
any work volunteers cannot do
themselves, he said, adding that
the donations of time and money

have given him a “tremendous
‘appreciation” for the community.

“One of the things that has
been very pleasing to me,” he
said, “is that most of the people
that have helped are still fixing
their own homes.”

Corralitos suffered widespread
damage in the quake, with many
homes in the area either de-
stroyed or sustaining major
damage, California Department
of Forestry Capt. Ken Thomas
said. .

Fm'ﬁghters visited each house
in Corralitos following the quake,
Thomas said. According to fig-
ures obtained Oct. 23, 52 of the
town’s 1,032 homes were de-
stroyed, 150 sustained major.
damage, 446 had minor damage

and only 384 were not damaged.

In addition, the quake caused
several landslides that took days
to clear and created fissures
people might not realize are
there, Thomas said. Heavy rains
could cause problems and resi-
dents should be aware of poten-
tially unstable areas.

"“If they live in mountainous
areas, they should walk their
gmperty and maybe look for fis-
sures or cracks,”. he said.

Water in Corralitos Creek has
been ﬂowmg at a higher rate

* parently opened up

_said Dave Hope, an associate re-

since the earthquake, whlch g
earth that allowed undergmm
water to flow to the surface.

John Nichols, senior civil en-
gineer with the Watsonville Wa-
ter Department, which s‘
Corralitos, said the water
partment was curious as
whether the quality of the 1
had changed as a result
seeming increase in springs
the area. A mineral analy
showed “negligible changes, 3
said.

The combination of lan'dl ides

tentially dangerous situatio
Corralitos immediately afte
quake. Water was dammed u
a portion of Eureka Canyon 2
at one point was 25 feet dee
pools that stretched 250 ymvk,

source planner for the county
Planning Department. b
While crews worked to dr
the water, residents of several:
homes were warned they could
be in danger if water spﬁqﬂ
through before it could be
routed, said Hope, who is
spons1ble for stream restorﬂw%
and clearing logJams throughou
the county. il

Resident - i Newman aic
she and her “husband left m
home, downstream from
landslide, for several hours W
getting the warning. Luckily,
crews were able to construet
drains on either side of the %
and reduce the danger to /
house, she said.

Meanwhile, Hope said tlw' in~
creased water flow has been a
real boon for fish. The lack of
water in the county’s stream
beds before the quake ha '
vented them from swimming up-
stream to spawn, he said. e

“It’s good,” he said of the m—
newed water flow, “becaus
fish were just about to croa
hopefully, this will allow them to

a%e it until we get some win-
ter.”

While Corralitos is no lonyr in
any immediate danger from the
quake, residents are contil
to organize to guard again
ure disasters. They are hoping

quake to form a resource net-
work among neighbors, similar to
the one established in the San
Lorenzo Valley followmg \'
storms of ’82. ‘

Resident Florence Wyckoﬂt :
she and other residents had been
planning to establish a neigh-
borhood watch network before

- the quake, but decided instead to

work on a disaster resource cen-
ter.

time tomght to plan the netwnrk;

o ‘3’members of the

Newman, a leader

“form people how to prepare 1
disaster,” Newman said, “what to
put away in case of a disaster, )
that you’re ready.”

- Every household would also be
ked to Wm #’ MW

equipment and skxns; suck as

medical or constructxon,

could be useful in a disas
NMan said.

s a good idea to know m
bors anyway,” Newman
“So I hope that, in that

‘Residents interested in helping
. to establish the network can call
. Newman at 722-8724.

People still have not recovered
from the quake, Faggioli said,

© and workmg to establish a re-

source center will divert their
worries and concerns in a posi-
tive way.

The Disaster Networlung Team
grew out of the Corralitos Valley
Community Council, instigated by
Wyﬂkoﬁf and formed more than a
year ago in response to contro-
- versy over a greenhouse project.

Between 60 and 80 people
regularly attend meetings of the
council, said Miller, who serves

- on_the council’s board of direc-

“1 think its the best thing
that’s ever happened around

here,” he said. “It’s almost like a
New England town meeting.” -

Council members worked to
help restore the town in the af-
termath of the quake, Newman
said, and that work led to the
plan for the resource center and
network. The quake made every-

o, one realize, she said, “how badly
.use what they learned from the

we really do need that lnnd ct
community coalition.” ;

Said Faggioli, “We - already

the knew we are a commumty, but
~ now we really areacommumty"
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