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Willy Elliott-McCrea, CEO of Second Harvest Food Bank, addresses the
crowd during their 40th anniversary.
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was collecting food dona-
tions when he received a
call from a Watsonville
farmer offering 40 tons of
frozen cauliflower, he said.

Alexander spent three
months navigating giant,
stacked-up—to-the-ceilmg
freezers, distributing the
crispy vegetable to agencies
all over California, he said.
The Santa Cruz operation
eventually ran out, but the
inquiries did not.

“The phone was still ring-
ing because everybody was
facing such a great need for
food,” Alexander said. “So
we went looking for it.”

That year, the Santa
Cruz organization collect-
ed 300,000 pounds of food
and turned into the first
California food bank and
the second in the nation.
Second Harvest now dis-
tributes 8.4 million pounds
of food each year in Santa
Cruz County, Chief Execu-
tive Officer Willy Elliott-
McCrea said. The nonprofit
works with 200 local agen-
cies and programs, serv-
ing 55,000 county residents

“l feel really proud and honored that we've
been able to engage the community this much,
I go home tired and happy every night.”

WILLY ELLIOTT-MCCREA, Second Harvest Food Bank CEO
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“I feel really proud and
honored that we’ve been able
toengage the community this
much,” Elliott-McCrea said.
“I go home tired and happy
every night.”

Elliott-McCrea has been
running operations since
1988, he said. For 25 years,
he watched Second Har-
vest expand to meet the
challenges of the needy.
The food bank moved to
its 14,000-square-foot ware-
house in 1986. Two years
later, the Loma Prieta
Earthquake uprooted thou-
sands of residents, forcing
the charity to double its
operation.

The latest test was the eco-
nomic recession that started
in 2008. Residents needing
food assistance rose from
35,000 each month to 56,000
per month in 2011. This led
the food bank to cut 25 per-
cent of its deliveries to each
family, Elliott-McCrea said.

“We’re doing more with

less ultimately,” Elliott-
McCrea said.

Depressing economics
did not prevent to undergo
a philosophy change since
2005. The food bank gradu-
ally shifted its focus from
meeting food needs to pro-
viding clients with better
nutrition, Elliot-McCrea
said. Second Harvest
launched its “Passion for
Produce” program in 2010,
which provides residents
with fresh fruits and veg-
etables, and educates fami-
lies through 200 nutrition
ambassadors, providing in-
depth food counseling and
healthy recipes.

Second Harvest’s 10-year
plan looks to target obesity
and put families back on
their feet, Elliott-McCrea
said.

“This is wonderful, all of
this, but you also have to won-
der what it means,” Elliott-
McCrea said. “There are just
too many people in food lines
these days.”




