How lawsuit could

affect city

By COIMBRA SIRICA
STAFF WRITER

Three City Council members
could find themselves compet-
ing for one council seat if a
lawsuit, filed against Watson-
ville yesterday in U.S. District
Court, leads to the division of
the city into electoral districts.

Vido Deretich, Betty Murphy
and Rex Clark all live within
the boundaries of one of the
seven proposed districts,
according to a preliminary
map drawn up by the organiza-
tion that filed the suit in San
Jose, the Mexican American
Legal and Educational Fund
- (MALDEF). The suit chal-
lenges Watsonville’s at-large
system of electing people to the
City Council and asks the court
to order new elections held
immediately.

“I don’t know how it would
fall,” Councilman Vido Dere-
tich, who lives on California
Street, said. ‘“Three of us live
practically next door to each
other.”

Rex Clark, who lives on Bre-
wington Avenue, declined to
speculate on the outcome of the
lawsuit.

“Even if they did win, it
would depend on who drew the
lines,” he said. “If the City
Council did Well, human
nature being what it is..

The City Council held a
closed-door meeting last night
to discuss the suit, but council
,members reached this morning
declined to discuss the issue.

Both Deretich and Clark,
however, citing the council’s
Hispanic appointees to com-

missions, disputed MALDEF’s

contention that the Hispanics in
the community have been
under-represented.

‘“We’ve had a number
people serving on com
sions,” Clark said. “Fra
think the problem is that' not

enough Hispanics in the com-
munity are registered to vote.”

MALDEF lawyer José Garza

politics

argues that Hispanics’ histori-
cal distrust of the electoral
system keeps them from going
out to vote. A district system,
Garza said, would give Hispan-
ics more confidence in the
political process.

Until 1959, when the at-large
election system was voted in,
Watsonville was divided into
nine wards, each of which con-
tributed an alderman to the
Board of Aldermen. City Man-
ager John Radin, remembering
the ward system, compared the
politics of such a system to
‘‘the pork barrel politics prac-
ticed by Congress.”

“If you repaired a street in
Ward 1, you had to repair one
in Ward 2 and on down,’”’ Radin
said this morning.

Garza, however, argues that
the district system would main-
tain intact the strong role of the
city manager, which he said
would keep ‘‘pork barrel’’ she-
nanigans out of the council
chambers.

“What we’re after is chang-
ing the way people are
elected,” Garza said, ‘“not the
system.”’

Under a district — or ward —

system, candidates for City
- Council would run for a seat

from a particular district. The
candidates would have to reside
within the distriet, and only
voters within the district would
be allowed to vote for a repre-
sentative of the district.

Under the current, at-large
system, council members are
elected by the voters at large,
without any reference to dis-
trict or ward lines. The candi-
dates receiving the most votes
are elected, regardless of

* where in the city they reside.



