HISTOR

COUNTY NEWS 12/17/75 p.

100 years of history threatened

OWNERS FIGHT to save their Victorian home, pre-.

served outside as well as inside in a high degree
o(.us original elegance. — Photos by Allen Grasso.

\ By Allen Grasso

The 100 year old Hageman
House is a protected pocket
of time within the Santa Cruz
city limits, Its seven acres of
trees and shrubs draw a cur-
tain between this century and
the last.

Now the City of Santa Cruz
wants to put a road through
the property, which would call
for the removal of a 100 year

. old barn and which wouldpass -

near the house.

Property owners Janet and
Charles Gunn have spent eight
years and $10,000 trying to
stop the road.

‘“The  problem,” says
Gunn, ‘*‘is that the city pur-
chased the right-of-way all
around us and made ‘heir plans
for the road without having
purchased this piece of pro-

. perty. By then the money had
" been spent and they were com-

mitted to bring the road
through here,"
Gunn attorney Joe Ritchey

_points out that all the pro-

perty surrounding the Gunn
property is vacant, ‘‘The only
reason the road is going
through the Gunn property,”
he says ‘*‘is that the engin-
eers failed to check the signi-
ficance of the Gunn home,
The engineers did their plann-
ing by looking at a map!"

Both the Santa Cruz His-
torical Association and the
National Register of Histori-
cal Places join with the Gunns
in recognizing the uniqueness
of the house, The Gunns have
stated their willingness to
open the land to hikers and
bicyclists, but they feel aroad
would be detrimental to the
site,

Attorney Ritchey has tried
to remind the city that it has
an historical preservation or-
dinance. ‘‘And what more of
an historical site exists,” he
says, “‘then one that has been

‘given historical recognition by

local, state and federal agen-
cies?’ ’
When the city first tried to

bring the road through, the
Gunns say they trhﬁ to com-
promise. ‘‘We offered to give
them another part of our pro-
perty,” says Charles Gunn,
*“if they would build the road
in a slightly difqupt direc-
tion away from the house.
But they didn’t take any ac-
tion on that and within a few
years homes werem‘
ing that route. = .

- *““There's been some &-
takes made,” continued Gunn,
*‘but they have mm,ﬂ
by the City, Unfort

to put the road
place. And this h:
to keep going to cm
vent it.””

The center of mmﬁ
versy is one of those indes-

cribably ornate W

‘houses so typical of the Vie-

torian era. The Gunns have

furnished the home in the

style of the last century and
preserved the original wall-
paper, The surrounding gar-

TWIN TOWERS grace the view from the front of the historic Hagemann Hme m
owned by Janet and Charles Gunn. Only 7 acres remain of the original llo-ma‘

tate, which is endangered by a road proposed by the City of Santa Cruz in apue of
mmuuammdmummmk.




s and grounds demand con-
int work, and the Gunns
m more like caretakers
er than owners of the

x.ﬂ« Ay pe!.ty
‘But to walk up the garden
yﬂh and enter the house, is
~walk into _the 1870s. Offi-
ally the housea!s&ulledwthe
Memann Home, Construc-
tion began in 1871, with parts
of the house being added on
in the 18805. It stands as a
“monurnent to the endurance of
German emigrant Fredrich

: mann,
 Hagemann left Germany
for California in 1852, was
ﬁpwrecked ‘at Cape Horn, and
rived in San Francisco in
. He slowly got some
money together by working in_
the Placerville mines; tm
lost it all by investing in Q o
mines. ;

Hagemann started all over

..'.\ 5

again in the retail shoe bus= .’

iness in San Francisco, Luck-
ily he was able to find more
gold in shoes than in the Pla-
cerville mines. Eventuallm”

~ was able to establish himself

mann Street in Santa W‘
@ named for him, ‘

_i?*‘ In those days, manym

¢ could spend the rest
life, As a setting fo_

 He could never have imagined
the battle that would be

‘on more than 100 years later
to preserve the house and the
last seven acres,

There will be major chan-
ges for the site if the Gunns

' lose their fight to keep the

road off their property. The
City plans to fill in four acres
and a creek, then put the road
directly through where a 100
year old barn stands today.

And the house, which hasbeen

in a tranquil setting formore

“than a century, will have cars
and motorcycles passingafew

feet its front door.
Th

the Fish and Game Depart-

ment, and various historical‘

groups are supporting the

‘Gunns--but not” financially.

‘a compromise plan,

Coastal Commlssion,‘

‘*They want to give Santa%

cal spot.

The Gunns say they realize
that the battle will probably-
be won by whomever mm
most endurance, but they fear
they can not outspend the City
in this dispute. So while they .
would prefer to see the eity
stay off the property all to-
gether, they have formm

They will give the citﬁm
and right-away, if the City
will agree to bridge the creek
rather than fill it in; and if
the City will spare the barn

[§

along side it. But vaﬂhc
supporters of the Gunns feel
the City isn’t even entitl
that. i
Gunn sums up his ophﬁ
of what the fight is all about:




