- Sentmel Staff erter, g
‘Lockheed Missiles and Space Co tSj‘ :

_.proposing : that. a hydroelectnc .powe:

~ plant be established near \Bonny Doon | @
: ithrough the dammmg of Bxg and Boyer«,

creeks) b

' The hydroelectrrc facxhty is proposed to;

: "«be located within Lockheed’s plant at the =~ ..~
- end of Empire Grade Road, and would .~ . . .. . .
~involve some - surroundmg prlvate pro- According ‘to 1
* perties.. g the company

" But, accordmg to Actmg Plant Manager S
~ Vern Smith, Lockheed isn’t planning on POV
- supplying the Santa Cruz plant with power - PoWer trans
gh the proposed PR

ed s apphcatron

The system Mulhern asald would
‘generate’an ‘estimated 9 million’ kllowatb
hours of electncal power annually.

- Lockheed could sell the power;

* generated to the PG&E and sell the water
. provided to local water agencxes, Smlth ;
’exptamed

By comparlson PG&E statlstlcs show

- Lockheed : recently apphed ‘to the
) . that the average urban household in this. -
. Federal Energy Regdldiory Comnssion area used 528 kllowatt-hours of energy in

* for a .preliminary permit for the ,
roelectric facrhty 1f granted the‘ the. ‘month
: The mai

conﬂuence ‘
measure 400«feet in herght and L 200 feet in-

'englneermg studles on the proposal dc-
_cording to George Mulhem Lockheed s

. r ! idies  are completed*
; Lockheed could ‘apply. ‘to the Federal
'Energy Regulatory: Commission for a
j;hcense to ope ate the hydroelectrlc facxh—f

tion:

water on Zayante Cre“ .

: “servmr Th
-formed by

Jlength and would ‘hold about 27,000 acre-
i feet of water accordmg to the apphca~

Cruz to hold about 2_500 acre, feet ofks i

“What thrs dam would do would be to
form a storage reservoir in the upper

reaches ‘of Big Creek basin,” Mulhern
. explained. “The water would be released
from the reservoir and would flow through

* a 26-inch pipe to the powerhousa a httle
“overa mlle downstream. !

“The réservoir would be atan elevatron

-“of 1,300 /feet above sea level ‘and the
Apowerhouse would be at 200 feet. So, there
* ‘would bequite a drop in‘the water coming
down and, therefore quite a lot of -Tower

_ generated,” Mulhern said.
Once the water is used -to generate
4 to a

‘stated.

; generate enough powe :
engineers came up with the. 1dea to bmld a0

studles e .
Anyone . wrshmg to comment on the o
proposal: has ‘until April 15 to submit

' comments to the Federal Energy Re-
gulatory _Commission ‘and any -agency.
‘| wishing to file a competing apphcatron for
1 a prehmmary permrt has: untrl May 17 to
"doso. '

Smlth‘ sard 1f a lot of controversy 1s,

: generated by the apphcatlon the company |
will drop any plans for the project.
““The first resistance or negative thing .
‘heard ‘about ‘it will cause ‘Lockheed to
" knock it all off because we are not in the’ =

busmess of provrdmg power or water " he

" Lockheed, Smith explamed ‘got in-

““yolved irf the project at the request of the

Cahforma Energy Commission. “

“The Energy Commission was Iookmg
into resurrecting. former power stations
and asked Lockheed to participate in a
study of whether the old Big Creek Power -

 Station could be revrtahzed Smlth re-

lated

e . This pOWeI‘ statron began operatron ing o
1896 and closed in the 1940s after it
- became economrcally infeasible to run -
small, prlvatel /-OW]
~ 'Smlth explamed '

d Hpower statlons i

hat’s when our

dam b Smith stated.




