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: we are indebted for one of the most
complete descriptions ever “written
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¢ to Captain John'C. Fremont, in his

¥ large oak at Alma ‘claiming the
&> glory of having Qrovxded shade. for

20 years later, that Louis Hebard,

minute and present a vivid pieture.

. there, as the spring season was now
renewing vegetation, and the ac-

- _Cbnveft ‘i""I"fees Into Profit§,;'

@0 many: buffalos “that Zacharish
Jones  was known ‘as  “Buffalo”
Jones—it- was because “he looked
lire a buffalo and roared hl.e one
W uen he spoke.

character whaose story has be-
f)*r» almost pure legénd in'theypas-
sage of-nearly 90 years,since he first
Vu.':d near the present site of the
llage of Lexington, Jones was
without doubt one, of the first
Americans-ever to set Toot in. the
Santa Cruz mouyntains. Certainly he
was the first to..“squat” on the
lands, although he mever attained
the status of a settler as did Moun-
tain Charlny McKiernan. :

PRECEDED FREMONT,

That Jones ‘Was. here. when  Fre-
mont came in February, 1846, ap-
pears likely, glthough “The Path-
finder,” as the notable American of«
ficer was known, makes nc mention
of him, and some accounts place
Jones’ coming two. years la‘tgc.

Jones, who was in all probability
{iliterate, left no record, Hence- it is

extensive diary of his travels, that

of the mountain reglon, ‘and the
first recorded account ofthe region
about Lexington that appears 'in
history.

Just where Fremont stopped is a

matter of conjecture — a. certain

the party, while above Lexington, in
the vicinity of Idlewild, is an equally
attractive .grassy flat. that also
¢laims the honor;
RELICS FOUND,
1t was at the latter spot, less than

who'came in 1837 to Alma, found a
rusty spur and remains of a saddle
beneath & huge madrone—relics
that he treasured as mementos of
the Fremont expedition.

This was Fremont's ‘second cross-
ing of the range on his so-called
*topographical expedition,”  ‘which
was in reality but o thinly veiled
bit ‘of opportunism on the part ot
the! United : States to teke a look-
see at this- magnificent . territory
that "all the world knew Mexico
¢ould ‘no longer hold.

Bub “topographical” or fra.nkly
argressive,  his - descriptions - are

Of this region he says:
WHAT FREMONT FOUND.

“Resuming. the work of the expe-
gitlon, on the 22nd February we
ncamped on the Wild-Cat Ridge
on the road to Santa Cruz and again
on the 23rd near the summit. The
various character of the woods and
shrubbery on this mountain, which
lay between my camp and the Santa
Cruz shote, was very interesting to
me, and I wished to spend some days

By JOHN V. YOUNG L
Copy&ht, 1934 by Mercury Herald: Com,pa.ny.
' Chapter XV, SR v

BUFFALO ]ONES—THE ROADS sty
"1t “was nob because, e had sho#
forest on the: west~ s!ope ot the -

.

mountain had aroused by curiasity.

“Always, - £00, :I ~had "before my
mind the home I ‘wished! to. make
in this country,; and first ‘one: place
and then another charmed me. ~But
none seemed perfect where the sea
was wanting, ‘and so far I had not
stood by -the. open ~waves .of the
Pacific. - .

“The soft chmate of the~San Jose
valley ~were -very_‘enticing -and in{s
the interior I had seen lovely spots
in ‘the midst of the great pines
where the mountains locked down,
but the sea was lacking. The piny
fragrance was grateful, but it was
not the invigorating salt. breeze
which - ‘brings’ with it . renewed
strength. « This' I wanted for my
mother.. For ‘me, the shore -of
‘sounding sea’ was a:. pleasure of
which I never wearied, and I knew
that along this coast the sea broke
deep ‘against ‘the gold rocks or shin-
ing- sands. ;

IN. MOUNTAIN CAMP

4A1] ‘this I' had reason. to believe
I would -find ' somewhere “on the
Santa Cruz shore.  We remained - on
the upper portion of the mountain
several ‘days. ‘The place of our en-
campment. was two thousand feet
above the sea, and was covered with
a luxuriant growth of grass a 1ooc
high in many places.

“At sunrise the temperature was
40 degrees; at noon 60 degrees; at
four in-the afternoon, 65 degrees,
and 63 degrees at sunset, with very
pleasant weather. ‘The mountains
were wooded with many varieties of
trees, and in some parts with heavy
forests. .These forests are charac-
terized by ar-eppressy (taxodium) of
extraordinary dxmension.s, which I
have already mentioned among the
trees in the Bierra Nevada as dis-
tinguished among the' forést trees
of America by its supenor size and
height :
NOTES IIUGE ‘TREES."
“Among many we measured in this
part of the mountain a diameter:

9 or 10 feet Was frequent, someti

11 feet, -but going beyond 11 only in
a single tree, which reached 14 feet
in diameter. About 200 feet was a
frequent height. " In this locality the
bark ‘was very déeply furrowed and
unusually thick, being fully 16 inches
on some of the trees. It was now in
bloom, flowering near the summit,
and the flowers consequently diffi-

{cult to procure.

“This is the staple timber-tree of
the county, “being cut into both
boards and shingles, angd this {s the
principal timber sawed &t the mills,
It is soft and easily worked, wsar-
ing away too quickly to be used for
"floors; put it seems to have all the
durability. which anciently gave the
cypress .so much celebrity.. Posts
which had been exposed to the
weather three-quarters of. a century,
since the foundation of the missions,

sounts. of the - great ' trees in-the

showed no marks of decay in ihe

. ppreier: the .north: hillsides, -‘where |
Jibey. sire nearly four. feet in dism»-
. teéter and 1001
‘4 . .(Note: This was probably the

cét - high 8

“tan~bark . ook - (lithocarpus densi<
flora)-which provided a'source 6f
revenue jor mountain peaple for-
" half - century and is-still used to
some extent.) e

“Another remarkable tree of these
woods 'is- called in ‘the language of
the ‘country madrona. It is &
beautiful evergreen with large, thick
and " glossy ' digitated ~leaves; ' the
trunk and‘branches reddish colored
and. having ‘smooth and singularly
naked ‘appearance, as if the bark
had ‘been stripped off. In its green
state the wood is briitle, very hard
and close-grained; said {o as-

sume & red color when dry, some-
times variagated, amnd susceptible of
g high-polish, The tree was found
by us only in the mountains.; Some
measured nearly-four: feet in diam-
eter and were about 60 feet high.”|.

This ‘was" the 'verdant scene tha
greeted the-eye of Buifzlp Joned
whenever he came, and this was the
scene that he did much to. destroy,
as he made his living out of fence
posts,” and shingles, and tan bark
and cordwood.

RECORD OBG(,URE
<«'Where he came from, and whers
he went when the place became
crowded with & handful of people
later on, is a complete mystery. He
lived with C. C. Martin at his Glen.
wood ranch, after Martin had built
for him a.gmall sawmill in: 1852-53,
where the San. Jose Water works
dam now .crosses -Los Gatos creeL
above Alma.

Nev r bothering to take up home-
steads, Jones simply “squatted” on
all available territory and laid claim
to all the redwoods in sight.

He was a familiar 'sight in the
mountains in the early years of the
white settlement, but after spend-
ing & few -years with the Martius,
he pulled up stakes .one day and
moved . on, and that was the - last
that was ever heard of him,

Jones told both C. C. Martin.and
Louvis Hebard, as well -as others,
that he had ‘come in 1846 over a
bear trail from the valley, thé.same
route over which he later :packed

4in lumber and supplies for his lonc-

ly shanty that stood in the’ Lexu‘ -
ton flat.

. .ROUTE OF PADRE&.

Thid “bear trail” was undoubtediy
the Santa .Cruz branch of El Cam-
ino "Real, the route of the padres
in “their, travels hetween the mis-
sions, ,,and before them the trail of
the Olhones Indians' for: at’ least
'three centuries. * |
Swinging’ up over  St. ; Josepl’s|;
hill of teday, “where th’e @Wacred
Heart novitiate crowns the ' rise di-
rectly to the southeast of Los Gatbos,
the trail dropped precipitately down
the south side of which is  stiil
known as' Jones' hill into Lyndon
gulch, emerging just above the junc-
tion ‘of the gulch with Los Gatos
creek, and. crossing it to enter tae
flat where Lexington stands, two
miles above Los Gatos on the Sania
Cruz higbway.

Steep, rough and in the summer
time a wonderous place for dust, the
trail in winter time was a dan-

Berous- place for pack-jrains and

& mu,, which I

| April 22, 1861,

visors to build s new wav, a'm
expeditions were, sent out -the
Iowing, - yeay-—one over. the
tains eastward into the Sa
valley, and the ,omn oVEr
Cruz. mountains.

“Uncle Ike Branhan
hunter, ;and his 2
spent a. couple ¢ f
eastern ‘route, a:
port .it: impracticable.

Then Sheriff Jonn A
horseman, ex
gap with a party,
nomd cost $10,000 1

from JU.--» road to 3
‘md advising the purchace of J
road.
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AN IMPA
,.“13 p"m was

mﬁ, for ‘L'lr

12, -1853, con
toll road bul
“An-act to author
of a corporation foi
tion of plank o
Ufder the sta
ever, the act was [
powers as follows: “Al
formed or hereafier i
power to bridge an
termine all mabm‘
struction, such as width,
style, ete., bur c”md' only ba 1y
to keep toli gates and VOf
ds fixed hy the board of
in- each of the
which the roads p:
fixed from year to ye
ROAD COMPA
With this power in hand,
pervisors granted to the 8
Gap Joint Stock company
rated November 1, 1356,
tal stock of-$20,000 by A«
ter, president; D. E
tary, and L. A. Wi
Evans, R. 8. &mith, A
J.. Y. MeMillin, permisslc
a. toll road from Los G
Summit. In 1857 the oon
cured an extension of corpor
November 18; 1807, and o
18, 1862, -was granted
rights by the board of ‘s
under an.act of legislature

m.n,);, X
mc fo

The new road was first pit Int
use May - 5, 1858,
Johnsen snd Peter Da d J
the first wagon over the nes
Mrs, Older records. At i
the directors of-the com
cluded J. A. Quinby, V. D.
M. Hervey, R. F. Herrick J
;Ly H. M. Howe, Eli Evans it
S. Faber.

This was the road that §
ersed the western side of the ¢
out of Los Gatos, following ap
*nutd} tne same route as ti

it branches off pas(, Lhe ald
House. site,  where g fir
station © is mow located,
Aldercroft mud for & short ¢
before emerging sgain on the hig
way, then meandered in and out of
canyons, faking the line «of least
resistance.

All was not vet sereng, however—-

»

the flrst winter valns ghey came i

"
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aholished all toll roads.
L.08 Gatos.

f early California history,

Early formal record of the mountain scene is contained in an old ma
school lands surveyed in 1853 for Josiah Belden and Zachariah (Buffalo) Jones.
Santa Cruz” where the present highway now runs through Lexington

Upper left is' ene of the old stages on the San Jose-Santa Cruz run, sto
Upper center is a picture taken in 1893 of the falls on Los Gatds creek, where the San
pumping station, at the site of -an early mill dam, the uppermost of the two saw-mills
right is the old toll-hcuse at Los Gatos at the northern end of the Santa Cruz Gap Joi
The toll gate was torn down by angry teamsters when the company refused ‘to relinqui
Portions “of the toll' house still stand

Inset above is a scene on the old Jones’ hill road from Los Gatos :
structed bridge on the same road.is shown in oval to the right.. Inset at right is of-Captain John C. Fremont, “Pathfinder”
o who camped with a party near Lexington in 1846, - - . :

At s A

and Alma, ;

pping at Lexington for a change of horses,; -
Jose Water company still maintains :
indicated on the old map. Upper &’
nt Turnpike company’s toll road. . |
sh its franchise after the county @

included in the more modern buildings at the edge of , .

p on file in the county surveyor’s office, showing
Note the “Old Trail from San Jose to

d out the new road, and
ers Jones continued to
road in opposition. - But
and - prolonged wranging
him, and he finally: sold
afs to J.-P.Henning and

! along washe
¥

<

IN LEGAL TANGLES.
j- | Jones’ pecullar methods, never
¢ y explained, of acquiring lands,

tlers disputed his titles,
ion, the complete-his-
1 Is recorded in the
ity clerk’s -office in San: Jose,
s flled complaint (May 26, 1858)
t  Samuel - Gummer, Edwin
ich, and John Stewart in- one
and agalost Lafayette Jones,
iam Biddle, Eli Hopper, Dudley
¢ and Isape Bird in another,
zing that the defendanis had
ed on his lands, cut his red-
5 and committed other damages
e tune of $1000. Hg sought an
wcilon agalnst their operations

inj
1 as well,

&
X

in bis claim he-seb forth that the

defendants had slready cut 100 trees
on his mountainous lands valued
only for timber, on which he (Jorg
had “erected sawmills and graded
roads at a cost of $18,000.” He
charged .in particular that on May
10, 1858, French and Iiugh E. Steele,
the latter not a defendant in the
suit, “entered on his land and cut
timber and worked it into posts and
rails which were later sold to Han-
sen and Howk” (probably Howe),
JONES’ TITLE DEFICIENT.

The defendants denied Jones’
claim. to ownership of the lands ex-
cept a sawmill and mill dam and
house with 10 acres adjoining, de-
claring that all other lands were
public lands of the United . States.
The two suits inyvolved a fotal of
180 acres.

The suit hinged on title to the
lands, which Jones sought to estah-

rants. But when he attempted to

introduce them in court, the defense
ohjected, and the objection was:suss

©

e gy

lish by means of school land war--

tained on the grounds that the sur-
veys on. which the warrants were
based were “not made in agcord-
ance ‘with survey laws.”

The surveys, it was revealed in an
old parchment map, were based on
corners ,which were irees—a .large
madrong, a small oak, ‘ete.

The school land warrants, a curi-
ous form of land deed, were issued
August 24,. 1853 (320 agres) and
June 3, 1852 (160 acres), undfler “an
act. to provide for the disposal of
500,000 acres of land” granted to the
state by -act of congress approved
May 3,.1852, to. William Walker, and
by him assigned August 27, 1853, to
Josiah Belden., ‘The second tract
was issued June 3, 1852,"to Charles
Hunspeth, and by him gssigned to
Zachariah Jones September 22, 1853.
Cousiderations in: the deals do not
appear, and it is not known whether
the state deeds to Walker and Hun-
speth, and their assignments 1o

rran e

Jones, were gales or outright gifts.
- Ablorneys. in the sull were Wale

<

lace Ryland and A. S. Rhodes for_
the defendants, and  Williams,

Voires & Archer, a law firm, for the :

plaintiff. : 4 o
- ROAD STILL IN USE“

.- A:portion of the old roufe is still’

in occaslonal use by crews from the

San Jose Water Works mainfaining ** |

the flume line that follows ‘it, anq
by students from the Novitiate.

A sheep trail led up Lyndon guleh. ©
to' swing around to the'cast side of
the hill and emerge in ‘the - ared
known as Ozk Hill subdivision, near ;
the southeast corner of the L.os Gas ¢

tos city limits. It was traveled by
a Robert “Bob” Swane, brother of

Richard Swane, and had been used’.

from time to time as an alternate

wagon road, but proved too hazard«

(then Forbes’ ‘Mill) as it appears today; a recon- ¥

ous even for the rugged drivers of

the time, who feared nothing in the"
way of frails, and was 00D abade




