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¥ been placed on a fountain

nat long before his death,

Martin Banish, James Squier, Jack Smith, George Eads,
Bob Borella, Louis Krebs and Emil Meyer; seated, a.man
named Etiens, Hans Goertz, Frank Matty and Louis Matty.
Lower right are Jackson McCrackin, Ambrose Bierce
and Josephine Clifford McCrackin. v o _
Below is a reproduction of a memorial tablet which has

in Big Basin, dedicated to

! Andrew P. Hill, and a picture of Andrew Hil] himself, taken

ipstrious characters as Bref _Harte,
iAark Twain, Charles Warren Stod-
tdard, Ina D. Coolbrith, .Joaquin

MiMer, Ambrose Bierce, Noah Brooks
and other writers of the famous old

sided at the editorial desk—this was

Josephine Clifford McCrackin.
Knowing her, in the words of

Ambrose Blerce, was a “high privi-

and wrote of frontier days in the
roaring West after -the Civil War,
and who came to the Santa Cruz
mountaing to- live and to become
one of the, mountain region's mosv
colorful and beloved residents.
MECCA FOR LITERATI
Her home at, Monte Paraiso, on
Loma Prieta avenue (“White Wash
alley”), burned in the great forest
firc of 1809, was & mecca for tal-
uted wrters, musicians and artists.
Here was. the summer visiting place
r Bierce, of Jack London, of George
torling and that ill-fated poet, Her-
n Scheffauer, and innumerable
fLers,
'he petted child of German no-

Overland Monthly when Harte pre-

fege,—a woman who lived through

bility, according io an account writ-
ten by George Wharton James,
which first appeared in the National
Magazine - prior to 1913, Mrs. -Mc-
Crackin was born Josephine Womp-
ner, daughter of an .old. patrician
family. She. was brought into
world November 25, 1838, at Peters-
hagen on the Weiser river, in' Prus-
sla. - . r %

Her father fought at the  bafttle
of Waterloo, under Wellington,
hence her earliesi recollections were
of tales of conflict on the field of
battle. Her mother was the daugh-
ter of the younger branch of the
Hessian family of . Von Ende (Ende
von Wolfsprung).

In 1848 her fawnily moved to the
United States in the period of po-
litical unrest in Europe that acoom-
panied the gold discovery in Cali-
fornia. Her fatlisr became a natu-
ralized: citizen, and settied in St
Louis, where he died in 1854.

WEDS ARMY OFFICER.

Shortly afterwzrd she married
Lieutenant James A. Clifford of
the 3rd cavalry, United States army,
and at the close of the Civil war

lattracted to the region by the great

went with him to Carlisle barrs

Pennsylvania,

where, they were

to-meet General Carleton.
Here -thig ‘cultured lady,
tomed to the ‘gentle life of
family, was plunged into the
and ready c;};b&iwc of the west
frontier—an experience that co
her whole life of the future.
Her husband had kil
self-defense, he claimed, but
officers of the state where the cri

&

1ou

dered to Fori Union, New M2xico, {yyels

was committee had vowed o L
him and bring him fo i
Strain of the chase
& mad man, a
was that his -wife was plar
betray him.

She. lived ‘in
death at her husba
on more than one oceasio
bodily harni, being nearly strangled
by @he insane S0 24 :

THREATENED WITH DEATH.

She finally, fled from him in’ ter-
ror, but her husband pursued and
overtook her, threatening to tie her
to the tail of her pet white horse,
“Toby,” and let her be dragged to
death, \

She again made her escape, after
her husband had slid out from un-
der court-martial proceedings, and
never saw him again. He was dis-
missed from the service, she learned
later. ;

Sketches of early " frontier life
brought her her first literary re-
wards, and she began writing under
Bret Harte on the Overland
Monthly, and later for 'eastern
magazines, under the name of Jo-
sephine Clifford, which soon became
famous.

TO SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS.
Returning to Arizona in 1881, she
married Jackson McCrackin, = a
speaker of the first legislature in
Arizona and  a well-known gold
miner. -A few years later she moved
to the Santa Cruz mountains, and
built her famous home “Monte Pa-
raiso.” . She lived there 17 .years,
and was burned out in 1899. - Her
husband died in December, 1904.
But the great fire and its enor-
mous ~ destruction - of magnificent
redwoods so0 impressed her with the
wanton waste that she wrote a siir-
ring article to the Santa Cruz Sen-
tinel, calling upon the people of the
state to awake and save the red-
woods. :

“Save the Redwoods” became her
war-cry—and with Andrew P. Hill,
noted artist and photographer, she
began work in an attempt to save
from destruction the Big Basin
grove, discovered by Hill who was

ycrand  fear
COHSTALY ical .

d’s hands, andy

fire.
SEMPERVIRENS CLUB FORMED.
Largely through her own effo:rts

-
most
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Amedicans p

4
t Hing

farther
as he went, until
the region told him that in

gion to the northwe

went

arieii, DETa}
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Thus it came ab
dered into Big Basi

an-d found his way blocke
—he arose to his feel
ward—upward until
the “wall” reached {

It was the
the largest redwoo
and the artist wa:
spent some ‘time in the g
becoming more and wore 1
that these -noble, towering . tress
must’ be preserved.

GREAY EFFORT

The story of his efforis
ation of the Sempervirens ciul
Hil'’s' personal . hardships ‘as '
nursed ' the passage through ik
legisalture of the bill which saye
the redwopds has been.told and 1
told, and remains one of the st

o
£y

with g great determination.

The son’ of a family of mil
heroes Whose names are inseri
the journals of the Revolulipnary
war, the Civil war and froutisr bai-
tles, Andrew P, Hill ‘was bori in
1853 in Ohio. -His father, a for
trader, died of. exposure {ollowing
his trip-across the plains to Amador
county in 1853. Andrew-HBl died
in San Jose in 1822.

Next Week-—Loma Pricte reghom, 3
and the romantic . Ausire-Germsn 3
colony at “German Town,” in Aus- s
trian gulch, near Wrights; the Gers #
man families of Loma Pricta wopd:
the hermit of Nib's Knobb, the story |
of Maymen’s fiat and the havd-

and those of Andrew Hill, aided by

ships of the pioneews of thia meogsr

tainous sections. S

classic ‘memories of a. great mEn '
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