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“handling Soquel fire dispatch

C‘TA T ’E’m

at will their homes and the department
ty at the same time — on a weekend
its for example — a volunteer is
wover asked to stand by the fire station
ns to answer the emergency phone.

emergency communicati
to the county co
center in Santa Cruz. - Negro doesn’t believe that’s
aid tgi fair to the volunteer firemen who
17| I% do not receive a regular salary.
. somplete  When the new system goes into
the phone service transfer. gyeratlon, trained dispatchers in

The center now handles ﬂll m basement of the county gov-
emergency dispatching and tele- ernmental center l\;nll be agn-
phone answering for the Aﬁn ring all calls on the
fire departmentg 5 ‘& line — just as they do

For residents of the | ;' | ) artn

‘the third ring, Negro said, the

department, the emerger
phone number remains the samq
— 475-1262. ; i
Negro said the change wu‘
approved by the district’s
directors earlier this month.
Under the present system, ex-
tensions of the emergency
telephone lines are located in the
fire station, in Hoppy’s bar
across the street, and in the
-~ homes of Negro and Asst. Chief
Ernie Negro. ;
“We are now committed to
have someone at the phones ﬁ,
the time,” Negro said. If he and
wm mmumm;

GREEN

partment’s emergency line. But
the district now spends about $230
a year to keep the phone in
Hoppy’s bar. That phone will be

and Aptos fire department.

. “‘Hot” lines will be installed to
the Negro homes, the fire station
and a district-owned house
behind the fire station that is removed, cutting the total addi-
rented to volunteer firemen. tional cost to about $10 a year;

If the phone isn’t answered on Negro

dispatchers will, by using a district a
special radio sngnal set off thefssiia™
department’s siren, summoni
volunteers to the station. '

It will cost the department
about $240 a year to add the m

ent munication center 10 the de-

the dispatching and radio repdr
services. But the department is
now paying for 'limited dis-
patching and repair service —

how much, Negro doesn’t know .

for sure.
The department will still main-
tain its business phone in the fire

r - station — 475-3118.




