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1‘%10 How one man, Santa Cruzan : : ecte

, 5] | Thomas Bell, felt as he faced in- provi

best evitable -death from cancer 1s re- pOWE
corded in his final work, “In the nicat

into

| Midst  of Life,” to be released |
early in August by Atheneum | §
Publishers. : | g
Attracting' nationwide interest
k- | is the excertp from his book car-
ried in the July issue of Reader’s
Digest under the title, ¢Six

t at | Months To Live.” Written with-
out sentimentality or morbidness, T
it is the account of a man who ture
loved life but who faced death said
with courage. 'Death came last s100
January 17 a few days after the to 1
final chapters were completed. yest
He learned of the book’s accept- G
ance by the publishers the day of ¢
before he died. :‘t’l’,j
“One good thing about all of fon
this,” he told his wife, “I've been ing
able to write another book.” Gul
Santa Cruzans reading the v : titi
Reader’s Digest article will recog- ; its
nize the East Side locale and bus- Thomas Bell tO,}

inessmen mentioned even though | « : g :
eotr- their names have been changed. Coo?nte %fa‘cfll‘(hrxrso E;(%lg}? c(ed"ramrzli‘égecll 1,;,‘;
y Thomas Bell, author of seven|on Broadway as “«The World Is|12
“| books and numerous short stories|Full of Girls”), and “There | ag:
: fsor nagonal periodicals, can}fhto Comes a Time.” (
anta Cruz six years ago Wit is| s, Bell says few of their|the
wife, Marie, and took over the|estomers or business associates | the

East Side Stationery and  Gift | chew that her husband was an
A shop.dTﬁley pregi?lll{slg had vacalx- author ! Sl

tioned here and liked it s0 W€ “pom wanted it that way. To

' | they returned. Mrs. Bell had been | p:n the storekeeping wasn't the
an art director for Norcross greet- main thing. What was important C
ing cards in New York. " | was the opportunity to meet and
Born in 1903, Bell grew up in |talk with people and to each of N
the Pennsylvania steel towns and | them he gave a little part of him-
when he was 15 worked as an ap-| self.
prentice electrician in the mills.| “He felt everyone was good and | F;
|In 1922 he went to New York | that man was put on this earth | th
| where he was a mechanic, a mer-| to rise above himself—and if giv-|ne
chant seaman, and while writing|en a chance he would.” tt
his first novel, a bookstore clerk.| Mrs. Bell says she is trying to|d
In 1930 his “Equestrian Por- be a good widow.
{rait” was published. His other| “I opened the store immediate- | p:
novels are “The Second Prince,”|ly as he wanted me to do and Ith
«All Brides Are Beautiful” (pro-|haven’t grieved—TI've smiled. And
duced as a motion picture star- | as he promised me, I have a head-|a
ring Joan Fontaine under the ti-|ful of memories and all of them o
tle “From This Day Forward”), pleasant ones.” i
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