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‘Daniel Boone s’

last chance

ecent developments at the state capital may

spell the.?nd of rural tranquility for county .

residents’who choose to live in homes built to
their own ficatlons

While the state I?pﬁsmg and Community Develop-
ment Commission (HCD) has moved to create regula-
tions which would fit the needs of more than 100,000
rural California households, another state agency re-
cently succeeded in stalhng 1mplementat10n of the new
codes.

The state Building Standards Commission (BSC),
which is composed primarily of building industry repre-
sentatives, voted September 28 to ignore the HCD pre-
pared Alternative Building Standards for limited density,

“...builders have used every kind
of logic . . . to keep a new code
from being established.”

owner-built homes until a specially appointed advisory
council and the state Attorney General have reviewed
them.

“This vote will perpetuate for at least the next four or
five months a condition of complete anarchy,” an HCD
commissioner threatened at the hearing.

In Mendocino County, the people who choose to live
like Daniel Boone have already posted signs warning
officials that if they try to enforce standard building
codes they will rutl the risk of being shot.

At Last Chance, near Davenhport in Santa Cruz County,
however, residents have done their best to remain cool
since nearly one year ago when sheriff’s deputies raided
their community and arrested several people for building
code violations.

At issue is whether a rural home built by the person
who plans to live in it can be exempted from regulations
which seem only to apply to houses being built for sale
in urban areas.

Many of the people who live at Last Chance were once
city dwellers who have since decided to drop out of main-
stream society to pursue a slower-paced life.

But in building their own worlds the people of Last

Chance have managed to wind up smack in the middle
of a fast-paced controversy. For instance, one resident,
Don Harris, followed all the proper procedures for having
the design of his house approved but ran into problems
all along the way.

Nothing in his house, Harris explains, fits the specifi-
cations of current building codes. He found that it was
illegal to use solar energy to supply the house with elec-
tricity, that it was illegal to get his drinking water straight
out of a creek, and that a non-flushing toilet that turns
human waste into fertilizer has been blacklisted.

“The house even has too many windows,” Harris said.

But Harris has kept things the way he wants them
despite the codes because he feels they no longer reflect
legitimate needs. While the codes were created to avoid
health and safety problems, Harris believes they have
grown to life-limiting proportions.

Harris blames the change on the composmon of the
boards charged with refining and enforcing the codes.

The fact that both state and local building standards
commissions are composed of construction industry
experts bothers Harris because he feels it is in the com-
missioners’ interest that conventional codes are main-
tained and enforced.

“Building trade unions are among our worst detrac-
tors,” Harris said, ‘“because they generally feel their
jobs are threatened,” by people building their own homes.

For just this reason, Harris was particularly upset
October 2 when the county Board of Supervisors agreed
to let the Building Appeals Board, which is composed of
construction experts, hear building permit gripes and
rule on them before they are allowed to come before the
Supervisors. Harris thinks building codes should be
based on political thmkmg rather than expert trade
opinion.

In arguing agamst the creatlon of an alternative rural
development or “Class K” code, builders have used every
kind of loglc from “it just wouldn t be fair” to ‘my con-
science won’t allow people to live that way” in order to
keep a new code from being established.

One of Class K’s more vocal local critics has been
Supervisor Marilyn Liddicoat, who recently told the
Phoenix that her concern is that “there’s really no way
of telling whether they’re really building for speculation.”

She also opposes alternative sewage systems because
of “inherent dangers” citing tests which reveal that
“some kind of organism” breeds in the waste material.
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NOTICE

TO ALL OFFICERS OF THE LAW

No Orespassing

Federal State County or City Agents

This is to place you on notice that the undersigned, being in lawful possession of this
premises, demand that all law officers abide by the express prohibitions of the con-
stitution of the United States of America, which is the supreme law of the land and
to which you have taken a solemn oath to uphold, maintain and support:
@ ARTICLE I: “Congress shall make no law—abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press—
@ ARTICLE Il: “The right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”
@ ARTICLE IV: “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers
and effect against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated...”
@ ARTICLE V: “No person shall be compelled in any Criminal Case to be a witness
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process
of law;"”
® ARTICLE IX: "The ion in the C of certain rights, shall not be
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.”
® ARTICLE IV FURTHER PROVIDES: “and No Warrant shﬂll mue bu' upon probable
cause, supp | by oath or affi ion, and p g the place
to be searched, and the persons or things to be ulud
Any Officer, or other person at the direction of any Officer, whether an undercover agent
or not, who atfempts to enter these premises without a proper Warrant or Judgment
issued out of a Court which is a part of the Judicial Branch of the Government, and
issued under the Seal of the Court, signed by the Clerk, will be treated as any other
trespasser or lawless intruder would be when attempting to break and enter an in-
habited dwelling when wamed not to do so. Survivors will be prosecuted.
Signed
Address

Courtesy Vogel and Rosen, Attorneysat Law, Post Office Box 383, Ukiah, CA., 95482-—(707) 482-1144

Keep Out!—defense for the cabin-dwellers of Mendocino.

But even Liddicoat would support some changes in the
building code if they were “lowered for everyone.”

The question she has is “What do we do when the
owner who built the house moves out or dies—there’s no
way to prevent someone taking it over and stringing
wires across the room.’

Meanwhlle, the people who are alive now and who
wish to live in mountain cabins without wires either
strung across the ceiling or hidden in walls have no
recourse but to break the law. ®

Clifford A. Welch




