Hospl'ral's New
Emergency Room ls Busner

By BILL NEUBAUER“
Sentinel Staff Writer

The new emergency room at Commumty Hos'pl-
of Santa Cruz is servmg an increasing number of
ts.

weekday census is now around 40, with 60

ely taxed both the staff and facilities that we
ble to serve the patients in the former em
room just a few weeks ago.

gency department, and his staff of phyqlcians

nurses have a variety of rooms and equipment
able to cope with the needs of patients brought

mbulance, by friends or snmply by themselves

eatment.

A big change for the better, the emergency crew

s, is that the ambula now come to the

day on weekends, an inflow that would have
; .mlrsmg has at least three nurses on duty duri
day and two at night, but can bring in whatever
- f'number is needed by an on-call §ystem. T
w, Dr. Robert C. Amster, director of the
,statlon from which they can see into every roqm to

to the hospital to provide an especnally tramﬁ!‘
decor that combines a soft ocher with brown.
There's a sleeping room for the doctors who
provide the -24-hour medical service required. by
state law from a basic emergency room. The day

- shift is from 9 a.m. to 7 p. m. and the night shlft !mm

7 p m: to 9 a.m. ,
_ Jeanette Applegate, R.N., heads of emergmy
ng the

A major help to the nurses is the central nurﬁﬁ‘;

respond to needs as they arise.

In those rooms much of the equipment is bux}t&n
such as oxygen and suction apparatus. In the cardiac
and major trauma room all resuscitative materials
are kept in readieness. with a ‘‘crash cart” of
supplies and materials near to battle for a life it
need be.

‘One nurse pomted out the observatlon room wiﬁh
its big sliding glass door. She said the room is

eespecially useful to isolate screammg children from
- other patients while the children are being aided

~The development of the new emergency
was the first major undertaking by AMI after it
bought (,ummumty Hospltal frem the Sundean Fm
dation.

‘€he ooms and the equxpment they need
e type of health care es e ntial to emerg
otims, the hospital is pla other major im:
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