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WATSONVILLE — The histor-

ic Jefsen building is beginning to

draw attention back to itself as

tenants settle themselves in the

apartments now for lease on the

upper floors, and as potential ten-
ants look at the vacant retail spac-

es along Main Street.

“There are tons of interest, and
we're hoping to get things leased
out,” said Tom Nelson, a project
manager for Barry Swenson Co.,
the developing company for the
Jefsen building.

Nelson and other representa-
tives of Barry Swenson Co. met
with city officials and downtown
business leaders earlier this week
to discuss the progress of the Jef-
sen building.

“We're actively lookmg for ten-
ants to fill the space,” he said.
“We’re hoping to attract a mix of
businesses.”

Nelson said his company was
hoping to find tenants that would
create an atmosphere in the Jefs-
en building “where people go
down there and have a downtown
experience.”

Half of the apartments — whlch
range from studios to two-bed-
room units — have been leased,
and one retail unit has been leased
to Candy Chaos, a candy store to
be located along East Beach
Street. :

Nelson said there are “a few ne-
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Wallace Ferreira, property manager for the recently
remodeled Jefsen Building, 508 Main St., takes a view of Main
Street from his living room window after movmg mt« th.

quarters two months ago.

gotiations” currently underway for
some of the other units on the re-
tail floor, including negotiations for

‘the unit on the corner of East Beach

and Main streets to a “local, suc-
cessful bagel” cafe.

“Our policy has pretty much
been (to) give the people what they
want,” Nelson said. “We try to work

as closely with the cities as possi-

ble.”

He added, however, that hie had
“a ﬂ*W that the most suc-
cessful businesses to fill the Jefsen’s
ground floor would be ones that

would be tied to entertainment
and recreation, and where people
could visit and say, “I went down-
town last mght partied and haﬂ a
great time.”

“I think it's going to take some
young people and entrepreneurial
spirit” to be successful, he said,
suggesting places that would pro-
vide social outlets such as danc-
ing. He also suggested that “new”
ideas come to the Jefsen building,
where people could tﬂ«y ‘8

dumrwwn m W m
ence.”



