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| / SANTA CRUZ — Santa Cruz Coun-
| / ty held out its proverbial hand only to
have its knuckles symbolically rapped
by state officials in San Diego on
Thursday. _
The county Regional Transportgt;on
Commission had asked for $3.8 million
in state money to begin the next phase
of the Highway 1 widening project now
— environmental review and prelim-
inary design work. But thap request
was denied by apprehensive state
Transportatipn Commission officials.
As a result, a number of local pro-
jects could face funding_shlfts as the
commission shuffles to find money to
move ahead with the review. The com-
mission has listed widening the 6.5-
mile stretch between Aptos and San-
ta Cruz as its No. 1 priority. And coun-
ty supervisors and Commissioners
Jan Beautz and Ellen Pirie say they
aren’t content to wait until the next
round of state funding allocations in
2004 to begin an environmenta} study.
Plans to add a carpool lane in eqch
direction between State Park Drlye
and Morrissey Boulevard can’t begin
until such a report is complete. '
“The money we were asking for is
our‘money — it’s just not allocated
yet,” said Beautz. That means money
for other local projects may need to be
shifted “frbm year to year” to allow
the environmental review to move
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ta Cruz voters on this issue.”

State officials had questioned what
long-term funding would be available
for future phases of the estimated $300
million project. They expressed con-
cerns about approving state money for
a project without some assurance it is
financially feasible. Though Krohn’s
statements may or may not have affect-
ed the outcome, Pirie was less than
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mission,)” Krohn said in a letter to
state officials written on official City
of Santa Cruz stationery. “There is
nowhere near a consensus among San-
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“I think Mr. Krohn did a real dis-
service to Santa Cruz County,” she
said Thursday afternoon. “(What he
said) may have added to the feeling
that Santa Crugz really hasn’t made up
its mind (about the widening).”

Santa Cruz City Councilman Mark
Primack was bothered that Krohn
wrote the letter on official city letter-

head. This may have made it appear
Krohn was representing the city’s will,
Primack said, when Krohn “was
speaking only for himself as an indi-
vidual.” The council has taken no posi-
tion on the funding request Krohn
urged the state to deny. Krohn could
not be reached for comment Thursday

afternoon.

Commission Executive Diréctor Lin- -

da Wilshusen, though not surprised by
the state’s decision, remained opti-
mistic,

“I think it is a minor setback,” she
said. “We’ll have to figure out where
the money is going to come from.”

Jim Conklin, director of the Santa
Cruz County Business Council, also
remained positive,

“We are going to have to be more

self-reliant in Santa Cruz County,” he
said. “The important thing is there
seems to be a coming together of peo-
ple from all over the county (on this).
And, frankly, you need that kind of |
support to get a yes vote on a half-cent
sales tax.”

To gain the favor of apprehensive
state officials, the commission voted
early last month to pursue a sales tax
measure by November 2004 to fund the
widening. Still, Wilshusen said the fact
that the commission decided against
putting such a measure on the ballot
this year may have affected the state’s
decision. A half-cent sales tax for 10 to
20 years would generate an estimated
$177 million to $415 million, prelimi-
nary projections show.

Though about $160 million in pro-
jects statewide were competing for
state funding approval on Thursday,
only about $124 million in funds was
available, thanks in part to the state’s
recent budget crisis, according to Kim
Shultz, transportation planner.

“The priority went to projects that
were shelf ready or that had longer
term financing in place,” he said.
Contact Karen A. Davisat
kdavis@santa-cruz.com.




