N Cracks in 13 Santa,

Meuur) News Wire Services \\/

Thirteen of 21 small earth-fill’
dams in Santa Cruz County sus-
tained minor eracks’in the Oct: 17
earthquake, according to.a federal
survey released last week,

Altogether, the U.S. Department

gt

of Agnculture s Soil Conservaticr

~Service: reported ‘on 93 sma’

earth-fill 'dams’ in' Santa Cruz and

eight. nearby: counties affected’ by"* -

the quake and found that 73 per-

“‘ceént had ho obsérvable damage.

Of those: that: were: damaged,”
o_nly .40 percent_required repair.-

beeffen said”
“into'gullies

; CM o
g 60 percent ha in

" nor cracks in o immediate need of

repair,” the sirvey said..
The highest percentage of dam-

_ age was in Santa Cruz. County, but
none of the dimage was. identified

as an immedate threat.
The dams. had either. longitudi-

nal cracks ruming along the length
of the dam & transverse gracks

running acros the width of the
dam,” the surey said. “The cracks

:were caused,ly either shaking of

the embankmnt, or settling of the'

 foundation: seis during.the earth-’
guake.” o | : i

Soil Cm:seratién Servi geolo-'

Igist Lyle Stéfen said many of

those cracks:>xtend only two to
five feet deepcausmg no immedi-
ate threat. Int if not repaired,
cracks ¢ould grow”
es, ' wiéh could eroﬂe with?
‘runoff of sﬁhce waters and lead

i to the future rilure of those dams



