. FARMERS MARKETS

BILL LOVEJOY/SENTINEL

Manuel Netto and his wife Maria have been dispensing produce and a homespun vibe at the Aptos Farmers Market for 35 years. Th

ey retired from the
weekly venue Saturday.

Longtime Aptos Farmers Market
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: jpasko@santacruzsentinel.com

APTOS — Manuel Netto has been
farming long before it became trendy
and long before there was a farmers’
market in every town. Born into a
farming family, Netto was one of the
original vendors at the county’s first
farmers’ market, then located at the
Live Oak School before it moved to
its present location at Cabrillo Col-
lege.

On Saturday, after 35 years of
being a vender with the farmers’
market, Netto was honored for his
longtime service with a cake and a
hot dog luncheon Saturday at Cabril-

BILL LOVEJOY/SENTINEL
Manuel Netto gives a smile to visitors to his Aptos Farmers Market

stand at Cabrillo College on Saturday. Netto is retiring after 35 years at
the market.
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pe“We’re going to miss his words of th{lse
dom,” said Catherine Barr,’execu iv :
director of Monterey Bay Certified Farm
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i igrated
from his father, who emigrate
ggﬁ?ortugal and purchased a farmhm ;
San Juan Bautista. Net_to purchas 2, 1:;
own land, a 21-acre apr;ggt ffa;nsl \lnri‘tchiéi
s gty s - to Netto for about five yeafs.
stg an assortment of vegetables and even nezc}{ e i D et S

tuall fruits such as pas-  alw e
iong'ur?t? Is‘g*ausvgzuna; guavas and prickly talk to, said Bradburn,
s

le, in a sort of old-world way, always

illing to share, she said.
w Dargrell Bradburn of Bradburn Farm

has been setting up shop at the market

r retires after 35 years

Manuel Netto was one of the market's first sellers

ies.” . _
StO\ir‘.’lhen Netto first started s_elhng his
wares at the farmers mgrket, it was 3 o
a small affair, nothing like the large, .
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Netto won’t be running I_n_s
owAn1 tsht:x‘llﬁt the market any longer, vm(i
tors can still count on seeing him %routxkll .
for a while as he helps Ron Bor t%(’) wion
grower taking over for him, adjus
market and teaches him the ropes.
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lo College. It marked his official
retirement from the Aptos Farmers
Market, although that doesn’t mean
the 79-year-old plans on settling into
a life of total leisure just yet.

“We've got a lot to do,” he said, as
market-goers came over and wished
him good luck.

The Nettos have leased their farm
to another grower, but Netto said
he’ll be helping him out — at least
for a little while. He’s also busy rais-
ing a small herd of sheep.

For years, Netto has hauled pep-
pers, tomatoes, zucchini and other
produce to the market in his light-

SEE NETTO ON C8




