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LIVE OAK — Whole Foods, the natural‘=

for the national grocery chain, said: Carl Sprague-of .
PacCom Management in Watsonville. Sprague manages. -
the corner property site on 17th Avenue’and Soqueli :
Road where the store had hoped to locate:: o
“It was just decided that Whole Foods Would‘p oba-' :
bly look for another location,” Sprague said. ' .
It was unclear Friday whether the Texas- -based: com:
‘pany was still hoping'to find another location inithe
Santa Cruz area, Calls to the Whole Food ofﬂc S 1nf
Austin, Tex., were not returned Friday. i %
Neighborhood opposition to the: store: was strong, A
largely because it was expected to draw more than
1,900 new car trips to the already heav11y traveled !
are .
Commumty meetings, organized by a consultant*
hired by local health food: stores, dr 0.
people to discuss the issues. -
* “T think it was the nelghborhood
- tos Natural Foods owner Bryan Smith®:
—=“From a-eitizen's-point of view, Pnr pl' i
said. “As a business person; Who
‘seary prop051t10n It’s certalnly a victory. f
dependents.” e
For now, it means local store owners,c
their own busmesses :

natural foods store in Santa Cruz. “We’ re J
middle burner instead of the front burner.” -
County Supervisor Jan Beautz, who representsﬂ the

Please see WHOLE FOODS — BACKPPAGE'



