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Voters turn Watsonville politics upside down

"By CHELA ZABIN
‘GTAFF WRITER

. Nearly half of Watsonville’s
voters turned out last night to

elect a liberal majority to the City -

Touncil for the first time in Wat-
sonville’s history. :

& In the closely watched district

P 1 and 2 races, voters chose a
Latino, Oscar Rios, in District 2,
but longtime community activist
Cruz Gomez was defeated by

C businessman Paul "Milladin in
District 1.

A controversial mobile-home
rent-control measure, Measure
N, also passed, but voters voted
“no” on an advisory measure on
fl the utility user’s tax.

Elected to the City Council
e Rios, regional organizer for
the Cannery Workers Organizing
Project, District 2; Lowell Hurst,
a teacher at Radecliff Adult
School, who could safely be called
the most liberal of the candidates
in District 3; attorney Todd
MecFarren, who has served as
chairman for the local Demo-
cratic Party’s central committee,
" District 4; and businessman Parr
Eves, who has been involved with
liberal and progressive causes for
many years, District 5.

Mayor Betty Murphy won in
District 6, the only race that pit-
ted two incumbents against each
other. While both Murphy and
her . opponent, Councilman Tony
Campos, are conservatives, Mu-
rphy leans a bit more to the lib-
eral side. ' :
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Diane Varni

Oscar Rios was the focus of media attention at City Hall as votes were counted.

In District 1, however, com-
munity activist Gomez lost by 37

votes to Milladin, who was once a
part-owner of the Richard A.

Shaw frozen-food company and

- who now works there as a con-

sultant.

And in District 7, Robert
Chacanaca, whose politics are to
the left of center, was soundly
defeated by conservative Johnny
Kacsmaryk. Uy

. Council meeting. The co
_also be sworn in and a
~elected by the council. :

Voter turnout was higher than
predicted. Districts 6 &nd 7 were
tied for the highest, with 48.8
percent of registered voters
coming out. District 2 was the
second highest, with 44.7 percent
of registered voters cisting bal-
lots. :

District 4 had a turnout of 42.6
percent of its voters; Distriet 5
had 38.3 percent; District 3 had
35.5 percent; and District 1 had a
turnout of 33.8 percent.

City Clerk Lorraine Washing-
ton had been predicting a 30
percent turn out because of the
earthquake. : '

A number of absentee and

’ ‘provisional ballots remain to be

-unted, but the numbers are too
small to make a difference in any
of the races.

Measure N, the mobile-home
rent-control initiative, passed
712 votes. Measure M, an advi-
sory vote on the utility tax, was

J defeated by 1,024 votes:

. All of the proposed charter
amendments passed.

Paul Milladin said simply, “I'm
bushed” when asked to react to
his victory. :

Despite some of the philosoph-
ical differences, Milladin said, “I
think the new council is going to
work together.” : 2 )

. Milladin said his first goals
were to “get the tax dollar back
in” and to get affordable housing
in, including downtown apart-
ments.

Some. of  the cam.iidaﬁes :ﬁi ‘Asked to comment on the fact
serve four-year terms; others Wil y.¢ onjy one Latino was elected

serve two-year terms.

of terms will be determined by lot

at a drawing at Tuesday’s

to the council under a district
system created in the hopes of
' greater Latino representation,
Milladin said, “I'm a great friend
of the Mexican people. I've mixed
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with them all my life, I've broken
bread with them. I want you to
write that down.”

As for Rios’ election to the
council, Milladin said his victory
was good: “We need a Latino in
there.” He later walked over to
Rios, gave him a big hug and
»med for photogrdphers with

 Gomez said it was sad that
‘Rios was the only Latino to be
elected to the, council, adding
that maybe Watsonville wasn’t
quite ready for the change she
had hoped for in this election.

But, she said, “the district
election is a success to me, he-
cause we have a whole new
council we never would have had
before.” '

Gomez said she was encour-
aged by the number of first-time
voters her campaign attracted, by
the support she received in the
north end of her district and by
the enthusiasm non-citizens had
for her. ' :

Gomez campaign worker Jon
Silver attributed the losses to the
amount of money Milladin spent
on his campaign, “negative cam-
paigning” against Gomez and the
earthquake. When workers went

‘back through the district near the

end of the campaign, many of the
houses of' people who had ex-
pressed support for Gomez were
red-tagged, he said. :

Rios, mobbed by reporters and
cheering supporters when his

victory was announced, said his |



victory was “a people’s victory.”
He said that his goal was the
“reconstruetion of Watsonville”
and that his first move would be
to find temporary housing for the
people at Callaghan Park and in
the shelters.

Later, commenting on the fact
that only one Latino had been
elected to the City Council, Rios
said he thought there had been a
major effort by conservatives to
defeat Latino eandidates. He also
blamed a “hidden” prejudice for
the defeat of Latino candidates.

He  attributed his victory to
good organization and “relying on
the people.”

He dismissed Dan Dodge’s
charges .that his campaign work-
ers had registered non-citizens to
vote as “sour grapes.”

- Dodge, standing outside EI
Frijolito Restaurant, where he
and Cruz Gomez were having a
party, blamed his defeat on lack
of experience, a small staff, a
- small bank account and last-
minute mud-slinging.

He also said the earthquake
wreaked major damage in his
Lincoln Street neighborhood and
many of his supporters didn’t
come out to vote because of it.

Dodge also said he stands by
his campaign workers’ accusa-

tions of illegal practices in Rios”

campaign. The Dodge-Gomez
camp has said they plan to chal-

- lenge Rios’ election because of
the alleged fraud.

- “I'm glad to see Parr Eves and
Todd McFarren on the council,”
Dodge said, adding that they will
bring “a voice of sanity” to the
city.

‘Ray Hoffman arrived at City
Hall after the votes were counted
and had just heard that he’d lost
when a reporter approached him.
He said he had no comment.

Hurst said he was itching to
start working on ‘“building
bridges between various groups
of people,” but as far as change
goes, “the change has already
happened — the intent is there,
the will is there, the people have
spoken.”

While Hurst and Wildman had
been called similar by many on-
lookers to the race, Wildman said
after the returns came in that
while he fried to project a more
conservative image, his opponent
was better organized, better able
to publicize his campaign, better

at msing ‘money earlier — and

not as conservatxve

Parr Eves, left, Lowell Hurst, and Hurst s wife, Wendy, congratulate each other.

With a campaign crew of 15
and 1,650 registered voters to
reach in an area that had never
been politically organized before,
Wildman said, “It was an uphill
battle all the way, but we gave all
we had.”y

Todd McFarren, who ‘cam-

‘paigned on a platform of higher

fees for home developers and a
break on fees to those who de-
velop affordable housing, said his
first priority on the new couneil
would be “a major reconstruction

of levelopment pollcy s

 He said he thinks ‘the more
progressive bent of the council

shows that residents want to take
a new direction.

“I hope we’ll have a new sort of

politics, a politics of persuasion

and accommodation and ineclu-
sion of people,” he’said. “It’s no
longer an insiders’ game.”

Gwen Carroll described her
campaign as ‘“‘simple,” and
McFarren said his too relied on
simple, techniques like knocking
on doors to reach the 1,300 reg-
istered voters in the dlstrlct

When Parr Eves was declaxzed
the winner, Luis De La Cruz
made his way to his opponent’s

Kiﬁn Ellison

side, congratulated him and

@uckly left the City Hall building.
ffoxts to reach him for comment
iter in the evening proved un-

successful )

Eves, who was standing in a
side doorway of the counecil
c¢hambers when his district’s final
count was announced, credited
name recognition for glvmg him
the victory.

“Pve been in business 35 years;
I know a lot of people,” he said,
amid hugs from well-wishers. He
also stressed his independence
as a virtue recognized by all. “I'm
my own man. I call it as I see it.”
. The win didn’t surprise him,
because “we kind of predicted it,”
he said, adding, “it’s the first
time I ever won anything.”
_Fhe makeup of the new council
_will play a major role on how he
operates as a councilman, Eves
explained to people who asked
him what positions he planned to
take. However, Eves said he was

~up to the challenge

“Im thrilled,” he said. “I think
Watsonville is ready for a
change.”

In District 6 Murphy early in

the evening predicted a close
race with fellow incumbent Tony
Campos. Moments after the ab-
sentee count showed Murphy
leading 54 to 50, she headed for

the parking lot and home, antici-
d pating a tight race. : ‘

“It looks darn close,” she said.
“Districting does that.”

When she was informed. of the

win at her home two hours later,

Murphy’s response was, “Oh, for
heaven’s sake.” She said she had
“absolutely no idea” what single

factor helped her defeat Campos.

At his party at the Watsonville

Elks Lodge, Campos sipped wa-

ter and expressed surprise at

. this defeat, which he saxd wasn’t

really close i

“I didn’t expect it,” he said. As
he swept a hand toward the more
than 60 supporters mingling in
the bar, Campos said everyone
had tried his best to get him
elected.

Campos waxed phllosophlcal in
his defeat.

“That’s life, you know,” he said
as he dug his hands inte his
pockets at the party.

Kacsmaryk, another candidate
who learned of his victory at
home, was incredulous of the

news.

Betty Murphy is the lone
incumbent returned to
the council.

“Are you kidding?” he  asked.
“Pm tickled. That’s pretty good.” *

Kacsmaryk said he has some
ideas he’s eager to put to work
and looks forward to beginning
his civic duties.

“It’s gomg to be fun,” he‘ said.

Staff writers Laramze
Trevino and Susanna Heckman
also contributed to this report.



