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Jesus Maria
Lorenzana, left,
and his brother,
Jorge, show off
apairof .
speedy-looking
steeds. Spanr,sh
settlers in Villa
Branciforte |
used to race
horses up and
down what is
now Branciforte
Avenue.
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The new Villa Branciforte display at the Museum of Art and History in Santa Cruz brings back the wild times of the Spanish colony.
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It's bicentennial time on the Eastside of
Santa Cruz.

Villa de Branciforte, known these days as
the Eastside and originally one of only three
secular pueblos in Spanish Alta California, is
quietly celebrating its 200th anniversary.

Unlike the fiestas and fandangos favored by
the region’s first rowdy inhabitants, there’ll be
no grizzly-bear-baiting; no betting on pony rac-
es, no stabbing, shooting, looting or sacking
and hopefully but a minimum of drunken fisti-
cuffs.

There will, however, be a series of exhibits,
historical walking tours and symposiums at
the Museum of Art and History beginning this
weekend to mark the bicentennial.

These days, that area east of the San Loren-

&If they say Branmforte S
the failure, I think they've
got it backwards.?

— Sandy Lydon, historian

zo River is a mix of middle-class bungalows
and working-class apartments.

But two centuries ago it was a different
story. It had to be, considering that the Span-
ish bureaucracy in charge of California had
rounded up a crew of jailbirds and vagrants to
join a handful of retired soldiers sent to popu-
late the new settlement on the eastern banks
of the San Lorenzo. Subsequent immigrants

See BRANCIFORTE, Page 2B
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Branmforte area has shady history
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roled from Mexican prisons.
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roy who oversaw New Spain
from'‘his palace in Mexico City.
*‘Construction of the rude dwell-
-ings that' were home to the mot-
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“The Romance of the Bells The
California Missions-in Art,” is but

the museum at (408) 429-1964.
" _Other events mclude

Nov. 23. For more information call -

" The “Boys of. Branciforte,” as
— until 1818, when a colorful

revolutlonary -cum-privateer

_ insurgency, he burned their city
_ to the ground. -

When the padres at Mission jthe name of the old pueblo, as do .

wasn't annexed to Santa Cruz un-
_til 1905, almost a half-century af-

Reader, that most of the good
photographs of Branciforte resi-

Today, asn'eet,aruralroad a’
creekandabranchhbrarybear

Santa Cruz learned of the attack ;an elementary school and a Ju-

V' ley group of settlers didn't get | mA dlsplay of Spanish sikk shawls they gathered together a few be- ' high. ,,
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no women — were of
little help. The behavior -of the-
roughneck population led’ Com-
andante José Guerra Noriega in
1803toﬁreoffaletterwﬂ\e
governor complaining the locals

“ .~ Spanish empire and a special :
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One of the big problems, local
historian Sandy Lydon' notes; is

that the pueblo was built illegally -

close to nearby Mission Santa | sium at 2:30 p.m. : msszna;kg:ﬁz m 130;“::1’3 Historians generally agree that _
Cruz. The padres west of the riv- |° BA fandango featuring demon- quickly grabbed the best farm- | & the threechlhan Spanish set-
-er had already z(zlppropnated all stra_nons of adobe brick-making, It s the ok cn the west > tlements in California, Brancifor-
the best farmland and had dibs < tortilla-making and other early missi te was the only failure. Reader |

on trade up and down El Cammo
Real. 2

'I'emptatlon koptat bay S
" Sp ams Laws of the Indies

i commumty and its early resi-
< dents. This show runs through

: the river in Santa Cruz. The dis-
cussion will be from 10 a.m. un-

um. A walking tour of the Old
__Holy Cross Cemetery will get
under way an hour later.

l Two symposnums to discuss the

+:cles about Villa de Branciforte.

begin at 1 p.m. Oct. 18, witha _
+"chance to meet the journal’'s au-
“thors, followed by the sympo-

California crafts and occupations
starts at noon Oct. 19. -

I A tour of Evergreen Cemetery
< at4 p.m.Oct. 25.

were designed, .among other

‘dians ‘could instead reap the
“benefits” of life under the Fran--
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til noon Saturday at the muse- - _

forte to the temporary abandon-
ment of the mission.

Angeles, Bnrﬂ:::ft?rte Wa:ufrflot g nextJune. & “Missionraid ~ i tec.ture ;
prospering. it was suffer- | WA discussion of old documents cvonesd A state lnstoncal marker in
<ing from 4 lack of provisions and ** about Branciforte and its rela- Salx‘\y ‘Iigmm?&eﬂl id what mﬂ:; “front of Branciforte. Elementary
“from inattention from Ehe bu-_ | . tionship with the mission across Schiool declares. that the site wiis

were good at: They sacked and
looted the mission. -

Local historian Phil Rea.der
says mission Padre Ramon Olbes -
asked Joaquin Buelna, comision-
ado of Branciforte, to remove the

“ valuables left behmd and store

them until the priests returned,

‘“became an outpost of the newly
independent Mexico. But, Lydon

side of the river. Gradually, he :
says, Mexicans and Indians were
forced east of the river. %

“By the 1850s,” says the hxston

an,"mostoftheSpamsh-speak-
ing people lived east of the San

—examples of coloma.l-era archl-

Street provides one of the-last

“the center of Villa de. Bra.nc1for—

I Brancxforte Avenue
“known to old-timers as “
was the race track where locals
would bet on fast horses and
skilled riders. St

B The county’s 19603-era :
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zo River is the spot where the

against ornery bulls. Grizzlies ,
were a common problem for lo-
cal residents in the early days.

ilays much of the blame on the
Yankees who settled across the
Lorenzo, who were far too

by the values and life-
les of the Spanish-speaking
residents east of the river.

-Branciforte remained a rough- M every bit as’ Siccessful as

and-tumble ‘community, -and

and Los Angeles.” :




