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The declsion was made

Judge panel o the % s broaden

]C@ncmt Court of Appeals in San

Francisco, which covers nine

Western states. The appeals

“court declared that ‘Watson-
ville’s citywide at-large voting
“for mayor and City Counecil
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provnsion of the federal Voting
nghts Act of 1965, which
requires that the minority and
majority populations be given
equal chances at electing their
chosen representatives.

The appeals court agreed
with Hispanic challengers of
the Watsonville system, point-

ville was racially polarized,
with Hispanics voting for His-
panics and whites voting for
whites.

.Ultimately. Merino said the
city would have to appeal to the
l{.S. Supreme Court ‘“‘and it’s
highly unlikely the Supreme
Court would listen.”

ing out that voting in Watson--
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City Attorney Don Haile sa.
he had not yet seen the 23-page
decision, so was unable to
make extensive comments.

“I guess we're not altogether
surprised,”” he said of the deci~
sion, ‘“because this particular
three-judge panel is a very lib-
eral segment of the 9th Circuit
Court.”

The first step to an appeal:

-from the city would be to file a

motion for reconsideration with
that same panel of judges,
Haile said, which would proba-
bly be denied.

The next step would be filing"
a petition for a hearing before:
the entire Circuit Court, .fol-
lowed by appeal to the U.S.

Supreme Court. -
Ninety-nine percent of ﬂx¢
time, the Supreme Court

upholds the appeals court’s
decision without a hearifg,
Merino saidi '+ 2180

MALDEF supporters had
been waiting since January to
hear the results of their appeal,
Merino said.

“I'm elated,” he said of the
news. ‘‘It’s made my day.”
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