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The Flintsones are hard work-
. ing people, engaged in their
: weekly TV shows and daily fun-
nypage appearances.

' But busy as they are, they are
. probably the most active and
highly paid moonlighters in the
* history of moonlighting.

Which means earning money
outside wof regular business
hours.

Fred and Wilma’s bosses
are Bill Hanna and Joe Bar-
bera who are the worlds larg-
est producers of animation —
even out-bigging Walt Disney,

According to George Hazel-
. ton, 46, who grew up in Santa
. Cruz and who is now director
of the Flintstone comic strip
' appearing in more than 200 pap-
‘ ers here and abroad.
* * * e
Hazelton said the by-products
of the Stone Age family gross
© $75 million a year. Games, dolls,
toys, trinkets, books, etc.
. This is larger than the income
* from the work-a-day TV and
- comic strip work., Which is some
moonlighting.
The Flintstone children have
. been commercially planned.
Fred had little to say about it.
The toy people said the time
was right for a Flintstone doll
so one was designed and named
' “Rocky” without even asking
* Wilma.
But the toy people said baby
" boy dolls weren't selling as well
as baby girl dolls.
: “So we changed the sex and
1 designed the ‘Pebbles’ doll,”
said Hazelton. “Then I had
to get Wilma pregnant.”

»

* % %

Later the toy research people
- advised that the market was
» ready for another doll this time
‘ from the Rubbles, next door
* neighbors of the Flintstones.
§ I this case we couldn’t wait

for a normal pregnancy, so we
* had Barney and Betty adopt a
* boy,” he said, “and that’s how
Bammbamm came about.”

The Flintstones are in their
fifth season on TV, according
to Hazelton, who was a crack
cartoonist even at Santa Cruz
High and went to work for
Disney at 19, In 1952 he mov-
ed over to TV.

Hanna and Barbera directed
¢ “Tom and Jerry” cartoons for
* MGM during their movie days

and looked for something in TV.
But the early TV budgets
" couldn’t meet the costs of a car-
- toon. This was rectified by using

about 75 per cent less animation
~ in the drawings.
' Hazelton believes the charm
' of the Flintstones lies in the
gimmicks.

“We take the tools of modern
* day living and throw them back
. to the Stone Age, using clever
. means of applying them through
. the use of animals and birds.

Example: prehistoric bird’s
* beak as stero needle; pig under
. sink as garbage disposal; octo-
. pus holding up outdoor cabana;
. pterodactyl air lines; and the
* turtle lawnmower.

“For the human format we
! follow pretty close to Jackie
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Moonlighting Flintstones
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George Hazelton :

Gleason and his bumbling way
of life,” he said,
“What I do is to take the TV

show and put it into a cartoon
strip.

up for Flintstone.

“In the planning stage is
a full length movie featuring
the Flintstones in sort of a
James Bond type thriller, only
in the Stone Age setting,” he
said.

wood news.
As Fred would say:
about that!”
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South has no trouble making
six spades. All he has to do is
to draw trumps, discard his two
hearts on dummy’s long dia-
monds and concede a club trick.

The contract would be reach-
ed easily by normal bidding
methods following an opening
spade bid by South.

Six spades by South is also
reached via the Vanderbilt Club
convention after West overcalls
with one heart. North’s double
is not for business. Instead it
shows that North has the
strength to make a positive re-
sponse and is forcing to game.

Thus, when North jumped to

slam and South is able to ask
for aces and settle for six when
he finds that one ace is missing.

The use of this particular
type of double is one of Harold
Vanderbilt’s early inventions.
He found tiat an overcall of an
opening club bid might make it
hard for responder to get into
competition. Thus, since a dou-
ble shows a positive response, an
immediate bid denies the
strength for a positive response.

How does the Vanderbilt con-
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vention handle the situation
when responder wants to double
for business? Responder must
pass. The chances are that the
club bidder will reopen with a
takeout double whereupon re-
sponder just leaves it in.
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