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Etanclsco Runz shares thls plywood cublcle W|th another homeless man in the arts and craf'ts bunldmg

By LARA TREVINO
s*r{nmmw

EOPLESHARING private
- living space often com-
plain about late-night
noise, child-care duties and
roommates hogging telephone
lines and using all the hot water.

Homeless earthquake victims
staying at the Red Cross shelter
at the Santa Cruz County Fair-
grounds are no different. A list of
problems compiled by residents
earlier this week showed similar
complaints.

Since early this week, 225 peo-
ple have lived in the three main
fair buildings clustered on
grounds usually used by those in
pursuit of recreation.

. The J.J. Crosetti Expo Hall,
where fair visitors swarm annu-
ally to view home arts displays,
has been designated as sleeping
quarters for families. Each
household’s space, barely large
enough to contain the narrow
cots in them, has been parti-
tioned off with plywood. Blankets
strewn across the openings pro-
vide occupants with privacy. Ex-
cept for the occasional religious
photograph or altar adorning a
wall shelf, personal belongings
are not visible to passers-by.

Single men are housed in a
similar fashion in the arts and
crafts building.

Juan Gaitan, who is staying at
: the‘,shelter, says the arrange-
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and morning. His living unit :
joins the foyer of the arts a.
crafts building, a favored night-
time gathering spot for teen-
agers, and Gaitan said cotﬁeﬁr
tions intrude on his sleep. ©

A strawberry picker when me
crop is in season, Gaitan .is. nn
needed by his boss for ot
chores a few hours a day.’ Most
mornings he misses breakfast,
served from 6:30 to 8 am., be-
cause he hasn’t risen in time.
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He owns no car and has
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told he can’t return to his eart;h
quake-damaged apartment, which
slipped off its foundation. _

What hope does Gaitan. hwe
for the future?

“Just the ones they glw yuu
here,” he replied in his ncﬁm
Spanish.

In the last few Weehs, m
Harvest Building, which in the
fortnight following the Oet. 17
earthquake served as sleeping,
living and dining area for the
residents, is now used as a multi-
purpose room in which meals are
served three times a day. Qutsm :
the main entrance, people foxm,
lines as they wait their turn at
several donated telephones in-
stalled for their use. / alls
within California made from the
phones are free.

Food is a big deal at the shel~
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a ter for residents, who form lines
B well inumm afmgllﬁlﬁ& and




'hil nhundredmealsaday
mared in kitchens on the

Most of the food is
at the fairgrounds. Some
 are delivered to Callaghan
- site of an unofficial tent
> and others are taken to
~ National Guard Armory,
tlhe Red Cross is serving
ple.

:n preparing pozole, or
; géts nmssfeedingg fcoox'—
DT inﬁer Lengenfelder

d 60 of it. A Reno
t, Lengenfelder said she is
g to eenk Mexican food al-
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item, normally-
ast in Mexican héusem

rehﬂng tenttatup on ttuzmn
‘hike

fields, most residents must
some distance to bathrooms, the
portable showers set ‘up ‘in the
wﬁng lots, the nursing m
and other services.
“One tent is occupied

ﬂlﬁhbers ‘who Red C bryoiﬁ
alddered: mudhl
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Elght-year-old -Stmy
Marini, left, visits fricmh
Aarbn Hnli*“‘ :

‘suspeet was scribbled
ame "s'ai'd; "‘We dun’t :

In the ﬂ.mﬁ.t entram:e of the
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theif stops outside the gates, the
txmes for mass and ‘meals, pu:-'
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