"1 W TSONVILLE
I \UI”‘ICC‘ AND
GOVERNMENT

lty

By STEVE SHENDER

‘»ﬂth next to no discussion and
.‘-.f lutely no to-do, the City
. Council Tuesday night unani-
mly approved a 20-year fran-
_chise for Sonic Cable TV. The
council action rang down the
~cn;-tam on a controversy that

test over a proposed 30-yeari

‘contract with the cable eom-
pany. -

at five-year intervals instead of
‘the 10-year intervals in the 30-
year contract originally pro-
posed to the council, requires

~ that pubhc hearings must be

held' prior to any future rate
increases.

The council backed off from
oving the 30-year franchise

appro
last April after a newspaper

lt-ﬁcle questioned the manner in
it was negotiated — by a
mcﬂ committee which never

_consulted with the public — and

ised questions about its sub-

quently surveyed cable
bscribers and held a public
aring on the franchise pro-
»sal. The proposed franchise’s
ength was the major concern of
1ea "mg witnesses, who worried
hat the city would soon find
m locked into an outmoded
stem if Sonic was granted a
-year contract. City Attorney
Don Haile said at the time that
‘the move to grant Sonic a

The 20-year pact, renegotlable

ntive merits. The council

ity Council approves
O-year cable contract

the company’s need to seﬁm
bank financing for equip";,
. purchases. ) ;

Sonic’s prevmus franchise
expnred last November.

In another matter Tuesday
mght the council voted to
increase park and recreation
fees for new apartment build-
ings, mobile home parks md
single family homes. With coun-
~cil members Frank Osmer and
Rex Clark opposed ‘the couneil
voted 5-2 to impose a fee of m
per bedroom on new homes and
apartments and $125 per spma
on mobile home parks. The new
fees replace the $51 per bedroom
and space previously assessed-
for apartments, single homes
‘and mobile home parks. The
city staff had proposed to hike
the fees, which had not been
raised in years, to $125 per
bedroom on homes and apart-
ments and $250 per space in
mobile home parks, but that
proposal was rejected by the
council at the urging of Gmb—
cilman Vido Deretich. i

Deretich complained that &e

‘:"’

-~ city was trying to raise the fees

m" franchise -b“ mm

“policy decision” influenced by

o much, and too fast. *‘Ws .‘

hway robbery,”” he said.
“They (the parks departmﬂlt)
‘mst need it,” but I think B:'b
‘too much.”
. Park and recreation fee
continue to be imposed on
dential ‘subdivision dev

ed, is aimed. at seeing
1 developments pay a f
re of the city’s park cost

: that such costs had
llating for residential s



