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Openlng slated for end of April, but Esplanade
intersection update on hold
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iCAPITOLA » Alyce Richardson, pro-

prletor at She Sells Seashells and
More, is looking forward to more
parking for Capitola Village.

She welcomes changes at the
Stockton Avenue intersection with
the Esplanade, by Margaritaville,
to make crossing the street safer.

The parking lot, with 220 spaces,

is slated to open at the end of April
but the intersection project is be-
ing put off until the fall.

Beach-goers visiting Capitola
for the first time will be able to
access the new lot from two en-
trances, one at 426 Capitola Ave.
behind City Hall and one past Gay-
le’s Bakery at the intersection of
Bay and Monterey avenues.

There will be a free shuttle ser-
vice from the lot to the beach on
weekends and holidays, from Me-

get 220-space par

morial Day through the Capitola
Art & Wine Festival in September.

Visitors can look for signs say-
ing Beach and Village Parking Lots
1 & 2. Parking will cost 50 cents
per hour.

Restroom remodel bids came
in double the budget and under-
grounding utilities for $30,000 was
dropped due to cost.

The new parking lot, previously
home to Pacific Cove mobile home
park, is temporary and destined to
become a city park.

The City Council expects the
temporary use may last up to five
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years until a parking garage
can be developed on the up-
per lot.

The $100,000 Espla-
nade intersection project is
on hold after the city was
told by Coastal Commis-
sion staff that a coastal de-
velopment permit is needed,
which would delay the work
until the busy summer tour-
ist season.

“Rather than fight with
the coastal commission we
would go through the per-
mit process,” Public Works
Director Steve Jesberg told
the City Council on Thurs-
day night.

“It’s been this way for a
long time, we can live with it
for a while longer,” said City

Manager Jamie Goldstein.

Questions arose about
the island installation to
slow traffic and which of two
crosswalks to eliminate.

Councilman Michael Ter-
mini had doubts about emer-
gency vehicles such as fire
engines getting over the is-
land, echoing concerns of
John Martorella, who is on
the city Traffic and Parking
commission.

Martorella reconimended
keeping the crosswalk by
Village Creamery and elim-
inating the crosswalk by
Stockton Bridge Grill, the
reverse of what Jesberg rec-
ommended.

Additional sidewalk re-
placement in the village will
be postponed until fall, giv-
ing property owners time
to participate. A section in
front of Paradise Beach Grill
got noticeable wider side-
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walks in March.

“It’s better we delay this
project and do it right,”
said Councilman Ed Bot-
torff.

Thanking someone?

Crows

Crow’s Nest Beach Market

Our Gift Cards
arealways
well-received.

(831)476-4560

www.crowsnest-santacruz.com
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Construction

| crews work
near the
entrance

to the new
parking lot on
the site of the
former Pacific
Cove Mobile
Home Park

in Capitola
Village.
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