2011 COUNTY CROP REPORT
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County crops gross
record $565.7 million
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WATSONVILLE — Raspberry growth
drove Santa Cruz County’s gross agricul-
tural revenue to a record $565.7 million
in 2011.

ing to the 2011 crop report released Mon-
day by the Santa Cruz County Agricul-

tural Commissioner’s Office,
Strawberries remained the county’s top
earner, but the $198.3 million in grossrev- SOURCE: 2011 Santa Cruz County Crop Report.
enue represented only a marginal gain. To view complete report, visit www.santacruzsentinel.com

“Raspberries are good business,” said
grower John E. Eiskamp, explaining a
nearly 30 percent increase in the number
of acres growers planted in 2011 compared
to the previous year. “There’s always
challenges, but they’ve made money the
last several years.”

Raspberry growers also boosted yields
per acre 8.6 percent and sold their crop at
$5,462 a ton, a 3.3 percent increase com-
pared to 2010, the report said.

Strawberry farmers saw an even stron-
ger price hike, receiving $1,979 a ton,
up nearly 30 percent from the previous
year, mostly due to the law of supply and
demand. Production plummeted 22.5 per-
cent despite a 17 percent increase in acre-
age. The weather was the culprit.

“We had a long, cold, wet spring and it ' JAM NSU)\N/ETINEL
Workers sort raspberries into containers to be shipped out. J.E.
SEE CROPS ON A2 Farms produces roughly 3,000 crates of raspberries daily.
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