The U.S. Navy is coming to
m for the Fourth of July.

‘Navy has accepted the
invitation and the USS
'Francis Hammond will visit July
‘2 to 5, Capitola Mayor Jerry
Clarke announced at a press
‘conference yesterday. The ship is
a 438-foot-long fast frigate. Its
‘home port is Long Beach, but it
W on maneuvers somewhere
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in Capitola’s hlstory that a Navy
ship has anchored off Capitola
Beach. The first time was 81
years ago, when the USS Oregon
visited in 1908; Clarke said Capi-
tola resident and museum cura-
tor Lew Deasy had located a
postcard commemorating that
visit.

Clarke sald everyene in the
county would be invited to help
Capitola welcome the Navy. He
said he’s formed a steering

throughout the county to
plan the visits. it

“This is not a closed Cap\t.eia
event,” he said.

The logistics of the visit, in-
cluding how to handle traffic in
Capitola Village, have yet w be
worked out, he said.

“Right now, we’re just excxtnd,”
said Clarke, a Navy veteran. =

He credited U.S. Congressm '

Leon Panetfa with getting ﬁe
Cap 1tola s offer”

committee of Capitola mﬁ - Me

and prominent . gseopk

acﬁvxst retu-ed marine bi&logst
and veteran, said after the press

_conference they were opposed to
the Navy ship’s visit to Capitola. -

‘Rand said demonstrations may
be.staged in Capitola during the
ship’s visit, but he was not sure

‘Capitola would be as obhgmg to
demonstrators as Santa Cruz has

‘been during “the Navy vxaﬁ;

.’dw fact Capxtola had invited &ie

,uavy without a public hearm

He also said Navy visits were
made for reecruitment purposes
and to promote the whole idea of
nuclear and conventlmal weﬁﬂ-

ﬁlarke said:he did.-pot lggow, Qr
care, if the Francis Hammond
1d be carrymg nuclear weap-
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Murphy respondad, %
about Rand’s and Mi o
ments. “I don’t think it’s a_
of militarism at all. I just think
it’'s honoring people who have
served their country.”

The issue of a Navy ship visit
to Santa Cruz County has been a
controversial one since the Santa

Cruz City Council’s progressive '

majority voted in January not to
invite a ship. A number of people
had pmbested during a public

Mg that invltmg the Navy'

would promote militarism and
war,

Santa Cruz’s ‘actions upset
many veterans, including Clarke,
who suggested at a Capitola City
Council meeting two days later
that Capitola invite the Navy in
Santa Cruz’s stead. While the
council did not actually take a
vote on his suggestion, Clarke
said the decision was unanimous.
Councilwoman Stephanie Harlan
raised the only objection, calling
for a public hearing, but went
along with the decision, Clarke
said.

Asked by a reporter to respond
to comments that Capitola’s invi-

tation was “a slap ih the face” to

Santa Cruz, Clarke summed up
the differences between the two

cities by referring to Capitola’s.

MMg economy.

itola over the years has
been the benefactor of opportu-
nity,” he said, adding that the
city was 98 percent built out by
both residential and business
standards.

“That’s a result of us providing
the opportunity for business,” he
said, “and the climate for busi-
ness .. The same thing’s hap-
pened with the ship.”

sion, he said. However, Caﬂnh
has talked from time to time of
inviting the Navy to return to
Capitola and Santa Cruz M—
provided the impetus, he said.
Support has been 20-1 amos
people he’s heard from sin
council’s decision, he said.

Scotts Valley Mayor Gl
Culwell has been a strong ac
cate of the Navy visit and
sonville movers and shakers |
also thrown their support

- ﬂmk it’s great,” Watso:
Mayor Murphy said of the
visit. “I just got the news
telephone call when I got
from lunch I'm very happy
it’* .

Clarke said a separate eve
m to Assemble” planned

. Cruz County veterans on
Memnal weekend at Capxm.
Jade Street Park, to honor -4
and dead veterans; would :bo
welcome participation
around the county.
Murphy said Watsonvﬂie v
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