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CAPITOLA
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AND

GOVERNMENT

erger talks between the
tola Fire Protection Dis-
' trict and Capitola City Council
have been called off.

~ City Councilman Dennis Bel-

tram was instructed Thursday

- night to cancel any meetings
with. fire district representa-
tives Wayne Fontes and Gene
Warren. ,
. No discussions will be held,
“the City Council said Thursday
night, until fire district direc-
_tors agree to surrender their
control over the district and let
it become a ‘‘subsidiary dis-
triet’ controlled by the Capitola
- City Council. ;

The edict came after Beltram
said he had been approached by
mrren to set up a meeting
between the fire board and the

city’s negotiators — Beltram
.ii cmy lﬁhmuuw suww Bur-

The City Councn agreuﬂ

meet with the fire district to
discuss a city takeover of the
fire district.

But Beltram reported Thurs-
day night that the fire director
also wanted to discuss, forming
a joint powers agency, and find
out what the city council would
contribute to a JPA.

The council reacted strongly
to Beltram’s report, saying it
was no longer interested in any
discussions unless the fire
directors were ready to surren-
der control of the fire depart-
ment to the City Council.

“We want them to relinguish
control of the district to the
City Council,” Mayor Michael
Routh said. _ ;

‘“Fine,” said Beltram.
they do that, then we meet.’ ”
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Burrell was mstructw mg

_aendalettertomefue dh'ec-

" revenue, Burrell said.

- district as a way of leg
- channeling some city funds

neg,onauons held on ww» 2

ict merger talks halted

ary district with the city und
the fire district making _
applicatiion to the
Agency Formatlon C
sion.

~+ ‘“Anything else is of n mt’-

est to the city,” Burr
instructed to tell the fir
tors.

A subsidiary dxstnct

retain the property taxe
state assistance that no
plies nearlyall of the fire
trict’s operating budget. .

If the city simply absorbed
the fire district and mac}g ;t. g
municipal fire department like
Santa Cruz and Watsonville
then the state assistance
be lost and the city could alsi

se the district’s property ta:

- Either way, there would |

 noticeable effect on the day-to
. day operation of the fire dgnrt
- ment.

Burrell said it would
operate as a municipal ﬂm
department.

The City Council two yuri
ago proposed formation of a
JPA between the city and fh’g

‘ f, then fmancially-stupp.i
2 district. The idea was

Mped however when fire
~ directors demanded preeolﬁﬁ

ents from the city c

~ as to exactly how much

ance the council would glvc ﬂﬁ
fire disirict. ;

The Council said theﬁ JPQ
should be formed and then




