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by Richie Begin

IVE PM. WAS QUITTING TIME ON
Oct. 17, 1989. Folks leaving the office,
having coffee, thinking about the Giants’

chances in the World Series just getting under

way at Candlestick Park. Five minutes later, a lot
of people were thinking about a new downtown.
The old one was history.

1’s.1999, and weise still thinking about a new
downfown. Santa Cruz, you see, didn’t exactly
leap back to the old drawing board. Like a boxer
who has been delivered a hfe-examlmng punch,
Santa Cruz wandered around the ring, dazed and
confused, for what seemed like an awfully long
time. Watsonville botgaced back, other communi-
ties picked up and carried on somehow.

Downtown Santa Cruz has just, in the last few
years, started to reclaim its identity. The finishing
touches are even now being put on some major
holes in the downtown fabric. Refocusing a city
and gaining the trust of businesses and con-
sumers has been a long, hard road for merchants
and property owners as they have awaited the
revitalization of a downtown that has come in
slow spurts over the last 10 years.

Let’s take a walk. There’s no shortage of good
news on Pacific Avenue.

The tooper House is a good place to start.
Construction is winding up on what many resi-
dents consider a key downtown office and retail
structure. Across the street, where Leask’s
Department Store used to be, Signature’s Santa.
Cruz Cinema 9, with a wrap-around block of new
local businesses, has been a tantalizing incentive
for what is possible.

Turning the old City Jail into the new $8 mil-
lion Art and History Museum wasn'’t easy, Per-
haps the earthquake helped a bit.

But the small brick Octagon History Museum
hung tough. It’s now The Museum Store.
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The Melrose family also hung in there. Their
building across Pacific now houses Paper Vision,
a used-clothing shop, the Downtown Association
offices and a small computer operation,

The huge Trust Building at Pacific and Lin-

coln is nearing completion. The massive parking
garage to the rear still has a few months to go. It
should be done by Christmas. Matt Farrell of the
City Public Works Department recalls, “That old
Trust Building, though damaged by the quake,
finally had to be torn down because of fires that
raged inside it. It probably could have been saved
structurally, but the decision was made to raze
and rebuild.”

Not many recall that the first major bu1ldmg
to appear following the quake was John Liv-
ingston’s Logos building, a three-story affair
designed by archigget Michael Holden. It sits just

across from (the now-defunct) Cat ‘n’ Canary
and the El Centro Mercado, two later additions
that pegged that whole block.

The comer building at Cathcart and Pacific
(remember Ford’s Department Store?) is now the
new University Town Center, -designed by
Thatcher & Thompson and owned by Barry
Swenson. When it opens later this year, it will
mark the University of California’s first down-
town appearance, as much of the space will pro-
vide off-campus housing and offices leased by
the UC Extension,

Every building has a story. Does anyone |

remember the trick of trying to reconstruct the
Ferrari building, now Rosie McCann’s, without
damaging its neighbors?

How about the remodeling of the old St.

George Hotel and linking it to the County Bank
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redo? How about three cheers for Zoccoli's Deli,
which anticipated it all and served sandwiches
throughout the melee?

Oh yes, we have a downtown, but unlike other
downtowns, ours has a story you want to tell
over and over again.




