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but the sail is a little small for
light winds. But,” he said, “she
only got into the water today. I'll
be working on her for quite a'
while.” |

That is, he added, “until 1{ ’

build my yacht.” VAN




cause the watertight compart-
ments hold the deck several inch-
es above the waterline. Sp any
water that washes in runs right
out again.

This man, far past the age
most of us will live, says the
"dinghy is only a prelude to the
yacht he plans to build.

Friends don’t raugh. They say

.| Harlan is a “most remarkable

man.”

As a boy, born and growing in
Astoria, Oregon, he used to row
a skiff two miles a day to school.

“Even then I wanted to be a
shipbuilder,” he says.

At 16 he built his first boat, a
16-foot canoe. Other boats follow-
ed.

“But when I went to college,
I was talked out of my ambition,
and I became a teacher instead.”

He taught at Santa Cruz High
school for 25 years before retir-
ing in 1943,

The largest boat he has
built was a 42 footer, he says.
But only last year, this mem-
ber of the Santa Cruz Yacht
club sold a 53 footer.

“It was an older boat, the ‘Sea-
runner’, and it washed up on the
beach a couple times. It was hard
to keep here, so I sold it to a fel-
low up near Oakland,” Harlan
says.

Two of his former pupils,
Don Stikeman and his wife,
Helen, helped their teacher
launch his pride and joy. His
wife stood proudly by to see

. her namesake go into the wa-

ter.

“Come on in,” invited her hus-
band.

“I wouldn’t go in on anything
less than an ocean liner,” she re-
plied.

Together with Don, her hus-
band clambered into the ecraft.
After setting up the rigging and
instal‘l';pg oars, they were off for
hours. , G

Friends waited anxiously at
dockside, fearing the vessel would
sink or overturn.

Eventually it became apparent
Harlan and his crew of one were
having the time of their life.

“Come on in,” Mrs. Smith yell-
ed impatiently.

But it took a blast from the
klaxon of Ed Twohig, owner of
Santa Cruz boat rentals, to catch
the attention of the laughing
pair.

How did it sail?

Harlan cocked a weather eye,
set in his perpetually smiling
face, and answered, “Goes fine,

RETIRED CIVIL WORKERS
TO MEET WEDNESDAY
The William Harvey' Grass
chapter 54 of the National Associ-
ation of Retired Civil Employes
will meet at 2 p.m. Wednesday in
Hackley hall. Francis A, Algeo,
executive vice president of the
California federation will speak.

Refreshments will be served.
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