Rose Acres as it looked in
the early 1900s when it was
the retirement home of Ma-
jor Seward Dill.
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What may prove to be one of
the most important historical
“finds” in Santd Cruz county is
being shown to the public this
week in a historical house lo-
cated between Soquel and Ap-
tos.

The find is an unusually large
color lithograph by H. S. Crock-
er and company. It shows the
“village” of San Francisco in
1849. :

The lithograph is owned by’
David Esty and is on exhibit at
The Family Tree, 2955 Park :
avenue. Esty’s efforts to discov-
er more about his historic
“find” led him to the Crocker
company in San Francise
There he found an extensive cof
lection of Crocker lithographs—
but this particular one is not in-
cluded. :

Did other existin‘g\_copies of
the scene burn in the earth-
quake and fire of 1906? No
one really knows. But Esty
has been unable to discover
another lithograph like this
his—or anyone who knows of
one.

The house where the litho-
graph is being shown, has an in-
teresting history of its own.
Esty’s great-great-great grand-
father, Major Seward Dill, built
it about 100 years ago. Esty,
who is on the Capitola Police
force, is operating an antique  Lithograph showing the San the Plaza (flag flying), the
business in the house although Fransisco of 1849, printed by Merchants’ Exchange (where
it is no longer in family hands. H. 8, Crocker and company, man is on horseback), Tele-
He plans to acquire the prop- was wunearthed recently in graph Hill in background and
erty in the near future—thus Santd Cruz by David Esty. De- Liedesdorf’s cottage, central
the name, The Family Tree. tails include “Schooner Row,” foreground. i

Major Dill lived in Phillips, ——g ;

Maine, was a personal friend of
Abe Lincoln and was named af-
ter William Henry Seward,
friend of the Dill family. Dill
came 1o  Soquel in: 1864-65,
bought property, built the home
and settled down to retire and
raise roses.

For years, the old name “Rose
Acres” clung to the property.
There were about 200 varieties
originally, according to Esty.
The Major’s granddaughter,
Cora Lurano, married Jarvis D.
Esty in 1875 and they also made
their home on the family place.
Jarvis served six years as a
Santa Cruz county supervisor
and operated a store in Soquel.
Major Dill lived in the house
all his life—to the well-sea-
soned age of 94. He is buried
in Soquel cemetery.

In the 1920s the property
passed out of the Esty family
and for a few years was operat-




In the 1920s the property| |
passed out of the Esty family
and for a few years was operat- {
ed as a riding stable. More re-| ]
cently it became the Trading
Post. Now it is,The Family Tree.|;

One part of the property ¢
which is gone, much to Esty’s|¢
regret, is the huge fir tree which
stood out in front at the corner|
of Park avenue and Soqueli

Major Seward Dill

drive.
| A family story goes that the|
P| Major and his wife, on their
[way West to California, picked
up the tree when it was a mere|S
switch. They brought it here{b
Pl and planted it; it flourished for J
years, but was felled recently | P
in the widening of Park ave-(c
nue. 4
Now the name of the shop
serves a double purpose—signi-|y
fying the return of the property
to the “family tree’ and com-
memorating the tree planted by |;
the family. i




