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THIRTY YEARS »
OF NIGHT

The Lost Boys celebrates three decades as Santa Cruz's
best-known movie — and Hollywood’s coolest vampire flick

1‘_‘1'_5' The opening shat of e Las! Boys
captures the feeling of summer in Santa
th with perfection, A hel wopier tamed
swioops In over Pacific Ocean waves at
nignt, then glides in toward 2 Leach coy
ered with bonfires, and finally settes vn
pancramic look at the Cuy's famex] Beach
Boardwalk With its Gient Dipper roller
coaster and various carnival rides aglow,
the boardwalk is an intriguing, mysteri
ous, and inviting sicht

*It's @ beautiful boardwalk,” said the
filrn's dliresc Lo, Juel Sthurnacher, in The
Lost Boys commentary tracks,”l really
felt that if you were a teenage vampire,
you would definitely live in Santa Cruz,
California.”

By Peter Crooks

Schumacher’s instinct about his
film’s setting has proven true. The Lost
Eoys wasn't @ huge hit during its initial
theatrical run — released on July 31,
1987,it grossed a respectable $32 million

but the film has become a cult classic
in the 30 years since then, delighting
mill'ons of :zenagers and harror fans at

slumber parties and midnight scresnings.

It alse has become a wildly influensial
piece of popular culture. Lang before
Buffy the Vampire Sloyer anc the Twillght
tooks and mavies came along, e Lost
Boys balanced harrar. camedy, and sexy
teenage summer rights Into 2 98-minute
bucket of popcorn that plays Just as well

in 2017 as itdid in the summer of 1987,
But ok, that summer, | 'was the
perfectage to appreciate The Lost Boys
whan it first came cut. | was a 17-year-old
film geek. working a recreatlon job in the
East Bay befare starting my senlor year
of high school, My coworkers and | 1ook
3 weskerd trip to Santa Cruz — eight
arnine of us crashing in a mozel room,
hanaing our on the beach all day and
on the Boardwalk 2t night. We caught a
1ate show of The Lost Boys 2t the Aptos

{Above] (R-L) Liefer Sutherland,
Brooke McCarter, Alex Winter, and
Billy Wirth in their sea cave hangout.
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(Above) (LR} Corey Feldman, Jami Gertz, Jasen Patric, and Jamison Newlander on a stage constructed to look like Pogonip’s interior.

Twin,and despite the him's fartastical
story, it preserted an icga istic rush of
erdless summer youthfulness. To my
croup of suburban-raised friends. it
Fad an American Grafiitidike feel.The
film’s tagline — *Sleep all day. Party
all night.it's fun to be avampire,”

— perfectly capturad the sense of
adwventure that wou d make it a clas-
sic aver zime.

The Lost Boys’ unique tone —
ranging fram alvast screwball
camedy to full prosthetic vampire harror
— is largely due ta the film' directar, al-
tough Schumacher wasn’t the original
filmmaker attached to the project. The
film was golng ta be directed by Richard
Donner ;The Gmen, Superman). who had
a hitwith the kiddie-zdventure movie
The Goonies In 1985 and Intended 10

follovs it up with 2 kiddievampire movie,
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The original visior {or The Lost Boys
castthe vampires as 8- and S year

olds, with the title a refererce to the
legion of boys who never crow up

In Peter Pan,When that project failad
o gel, onner dropped aut of the
director’s seat so he could make the
actlon smash Lezhal Weagon, (Donner
stayed on as producer on The Lost
Soys, and even dropped some sub-
limina! advertising for the vampire

Lost Goys

movie into Ledhal Weapon, posting “The

the Years Big Hit*on @ mar-
quee behing Mel Gibson and Danny
Glover inan early stene )

The project lingered until Schum-
echer became attachad. The director
had just made the hit St. Elmiob Fire,
which featured a wining cast of 1980s
heartthrobs such as Emilio Estevez,
Demi Moore, anc Rob Lowe. Schum
2char had no interest in making a
G-rat=d vampire movie about litde
kids.He carwinced Warner Bros. that the
film would be more interesting if the
vamaires were sexy teenagers and the
studlo agraed,

Schumacher put together a fantastic
cast, including Dianre Wiest, Jasan Patric.
Jaml Gertz, Klefer Sutherland, and the
‘two Corsys,"Haim and Feldman. With
the exception of West, who had Just won
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[Above) Director Joel Schumacher (L) makes his way 2cross 1
filming of e Lost Boys in Santa Cruz,

an (scar for Woody Allen's Hannah and
der Sisters, and characrer actors Harnard
Hughes and Fchward Hermann, [he L ost
Aays new-icanic cast was packed with
unknown faces at the time of its release

*Hooked at svery actar for Jason
Patnc’s role, and he was the only actor
at that age with that look who could
do the part,” explained Schumacher.
“The problem was that Jason did
not want ta make the film.He was
concerned it would be an explanation
filmm.*

Schumacher was able to convince
Patric to take the part,and Patric rec-
ammended Gertz for the role of the
sweet-but-cursed temale vampire. Kiefer
Sutherland just hinished filming Stand
By Mz, and signed on to play malevolent
vampire, David the toughes: and surliest
of 2 garg of motorcyce riding biood-
suckers. The part made Sutherland into
astar.

“My charactar happened to have the
one great line at the end of each scene,
so I'm deeply grataful for that,” Suther-

. <

land s2id in The Lest Boys behind the
scenes features,"I've been very fortunate
10 be abie to a lot of films in my carcer,
but if there veas a single Alm that | hove
been associated with, by far, it is The Lost
Boys.”

Teen stars Coray Feldman and Carey
Haim bonded during filming. hangine
cut at the cast hotel and the arcade at
the Beach Boardwalk during filming In
Santa Cnuz. The two would go on to make
seven films together, including the teen
comedies License ro Drive and Dream a
Littfe Oream. Botk actors would struggle
with drug abuse as teenagers, and The
Lost Boys remains a career highlight,
Hairn died in 2010; later that year Feld-

he set at Pegenip Lodge follovsed by his crew during the

Tan brought his band Truth Movement
to perform a concert at the boardwalk
acfore an outdoor screening of The Lost
Soys

Armed with a terrfic cast, Schum

acher hired famed cinematographer

Michael Chapmizn to shoot the film.
Chapman, who shot sudh master-
pieces a3 Toxi Dniver and Raging 8ull,
had moved on to directing films.Fis
mast recent effort had been the acx
office Hop The Clan of the Cave Bear,
and Chapman |a lifelong norror buff)
welcomed the opportunity to lensa
vampire film,

Chaprman'’s photegraphy
gave the film a vibrant, sensuous look
throughaut, whether he was shoating
teen punks along the boardwalk (the
film’s apening credit sequence is chacka-
black with Santa Cruz locals) or the
panoramic beauty of the hills near UC
Santa Cruz (the exterioes of the Pogonip
Lodae served as the house where Wiest,
Hughes, Petric and | lainy's characters
lived, although the rustic cabin interiors
of the home were actually 3 set on the
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Warner Home Video

Poster: & 1987

{Above) The Losi Boys’ promatianal ane-sheet postar which featurss the Santz Cruz Beach Board-

wall in the backgrounc.

Warner Eros. letin Los Angeles).

Although Santa Cruz hes been the
backdrop of some notable movies [Hal
Ashby’s wondarful Harold and Maude and
Clint Eastwood's fourth Dirty Hary film,
Sudden Impact, come te mird), none
have used the city's coaszal scenery
as succassfully as The Lost oys. The
locations were constanty ntriguing,
and it made sense shat the etemal
undead wauld chaose Santa Cruz as
thelr home,

Qf course the city in the flm
was not called Santa Cruz, But rather
*Santa Carla.” Accarcing to Schum-
acher, the city's leaders insisted on
the ficttious name because a scene early
in the film refers (o Santa Carla as the
*murder capilal of the vearld,” an unfor-
tunzte meniker attached to Santa Cruz
in the late 19705 anc ez2rly B0s due to &
series of seriel killings,

“The city wanted to promots the
boardvalk as o place for families ard kids
to come,"seid Schumacher. They did not
want to be known for teenage viclence
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and would not let us use the boardwalk
unless we changed the neme [in the
film).”

Irenically, the film's enduring popa-
larity - Sutherland claims it has been

ane of Warner Bros. most popular titles
on home video — has made it 2n integral
part of a Santa Cruz summer tradition.
Each June, the city kicks off its weekly
free movie serdes at the Bozrdwalkwith a
«reening of The Lost Boys.

*The Lost Boys has beer kicking of
the Tree Movies on the Beach series since
its inception,said Karley Pope, Direc-
tor of Promotions and Entértainment

for Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.*We
estimate apprax mately 5000 (people
attend each year). Theres really ncthing
quite like watching a maovie at the actual
place that t was filmed.The Lost Boys is
2 cult classic that is still very popular
in many areas throughout the nation,
butin Sarta Cruz there 2re people
that were extras in the maovie or
remernber when it was filmed. Those
people love to come back to where
itall happened and celebrate the
campy dassic with their fricnds and
family."

Thirty vears after The Lost Boys
pUt a new spin on the vampire genre,
the brand still has bite. In fact, Reb Thom
as (Veronica Mars, Party Dowi) recently
signed a deal with the CW Network to
develop The Last Bays as & 5even season
TV series. with each season taking place
during a different decade. Hare's hoping
these new bloodsuckers make time to
visit the Beach Boardwalk and pay hom
age to the timetess classic that kicked off
the teenzge vampire craze. s



