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After the first of the year, Wat-
sonville will no longer have an air-
port manager.

The City Council, acting on a
recommendation by City Manager
Steve Salomon, voted unanimously
last night to trim the position from
the city staff.

Salomon made the recom-
mendation as a cost-saving mea-
sure for the city, which is in a
tight financial position because of
budget problems at the state level
and the recession in general. He
said airport manager Kim Wirht,
who®was not at last night’s meet-
ing, has been aware for about a
month that such a recom-
mendation was going to be consid-
ered.

More specifically, the cut was
made as a way to keep the air-
port’s budget balanced. The air-
port is supposed to operate as a

self-supporting entity within the
city, covering all its expenses with
revenue it raises. Because of its
tight fiscal status, the city has re-
cently taken a look at such opera-
tions — known as enterprise funds
— and directed staff to make sure
they are paying their fair portion
of costs shared by all of the city

departments. Those costs include
insurance, data processing and the
services of the personnel and fi-
nance department. Those services
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