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But' landscapes are only a tiny
part of the poet that is Adrienne
Rich. She is a well-known voice of
the feminist movement and for
years wrote on her experience as a
feminist, a Jew and a lesbian. She
has also written volumes on the
intricacies of motherhood, war and
justice. So comprehensive is her
scope that Fred Robinson, chair-
man of the English department at
the University of San Diego, has
built a modern poetry class around
her work.

Robinson said his students read

authors who influenced Rich, like
W.H. Auden and Robert Frost; they
read Sylvia Plath and Anne Sex-
ton, who lived through similar sit-
uations; and they read writers like
Margaret Atwood who were’ influ-
enced by her. Robinson said her
poetry is so personal and her life
so varied that her career reads like
a ‘“‘newspaper of the times.”

“She’s been a ’50s mother, she’s
been a ’60s radical, she’s been an
'80s lesbian ... she’s been through it
all,” he said.

Rich, who has published more
than 15 volumes of poetry, was a
professor of English and feminist

studies at Stanford University. She
moved to Santa Cruz County in
1984 and is a regular fixture at the
Capitola Book Cafe. Eric Schoeck,
event and author coordinator for
the Book Cafe, said Rich frequent-
ly shows up for a cup of coffee and
The New York Times.

“She comes in here every day, so
the people that work here think
she is the greatest,” said Schoeck.
He added that the day she discov-
ered she won the Tanning Prize
she came into the cafe. “She was
beaming,” he said. ‘“But she didn’t
say anything other than it was a
wonderful day.”




