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life should be lived. And it

didn’t include marriage for
his five children.
Ernest was the only one of
By Margaret Koch |the Cowell children to rebel and| gtpeets.
Sentinel Staff Writer imarry. He wed without familyi oo Sante Court ot
Tragedy and a despotic patri-,‘oonsenn of course, was ostra-| orc:an 'was a.nz‘a piesi v :
arch ruled the lives of the five|cized, then re-instated in the Ne€er lime industrialist; he came|into a San Francisco mansion/0n one of thf.? family estate‘s at
Cowell children. family fold. Not much is known|to California from Brunswick,jat 2610 Jackson street, making ﬁ‘qul;f)? duIl lnfgg;e Iliasltopaé't 3f
They were not to marry. Only;2bout him—the Cowells _were|Maine, in 1849. By 1853 he was frequent visits to the Santa Ci‘uz‘igs\lpug es].laél their eb;&erlt%ﬁ
one did, and that didn’t last| closemouthed,” as old timers/in Santa Cruz with his partner, ranch home. biahsion smashed flat be & bl
long. A tragic death kept, most{Put it. He attended University|Isaac K, Davis, burning Iime.f The year of 1903 was a trag- -ioyei She adlocked the gate
of them away from their Santa|0f California at Berkeley. tieJordan built the house (exact ic one for the Cowells. Henry |to the colla psed ruins and went
Cruz home; one sister never set|died young in 1911 at the family date unknown) and with Davis Cowell, ironfisted father of lto live in I;ian« Francisco with
foot there between 1903 and|home in San Francisco. |established the first lime kilns. ! i ;

i tion of it making more room [to Rinc
| for his famfy. That is the |payg
i home that still stands above ‘
| the junction of Bay and High iof

' 4

-owells

on, just above Paradise Agnes’ body back to San Fran-

cisco for burial. :
The Cowell family moved out,. As a result of this accident,
Santa Cruz, bag and baggage, Isabella never set foot in Santa
lin 1897, according to the late Cruz again. She and the other

|George Cardiff. They moved |sister, Helen, lived as recluses

(Editor’s Note: This is an-
other in a Sunday Sentinel
series on historical buildings
in the Santa Cruz area.)

vine. The house stood vacant|
for years—all 12 rooms—Ilabeled|
Ithe “unlucky mansion” by local-|
jites. In the early 1950s7"Cowell |
finally sold the house and sur-|
rounding property to H. A. Sun-|
dean. : !
Harry died in San Fran-
cisco on February 1, 1955, just
six months after giving 1623
acres of Santa Cruz County
redwoods to the State of Cali-
fornia. His gift made possible
the -Henry Cowell Redwoods

o S v Ernest Cowell
Harry Cowell

: ST . State Park, in memory of his
& . o o 3 , @ . T Ty, S h o 2 e
1950 when she died. | Ernest Cowell did leave [The kilns still exist near the ?tlfucilaggaiﬂr:edtak;};gd y‘})ﬁg j)riﬂltg;g Sasty b died thene father. diff estimated thes house to be
One wonders if the old Cow- | $250,000 to UC for construc- |cook house campus entrance of| ° gy A ’ : ¢ ’ However, this was not to be 110 or 112 years old.
ell home ever rang to the | tion of Cowell infirmary on jUCSC. Agnes. In May of that year | Harry Cowell was the ranch-

Agnes came down to the | er and horseman of the fam-
ranch to pick wild flowers;

) | ily. As a boy he attended Bay
she was going to take a bou- | View School, ran with a local
quet to her mother who WwWas | hose cart team’ and had a
ill in San Francisco. Withghie | pet raccoon that ate hotcakes.
housekeeper, Agnes started |  Harry. ‘did become engaged
out in a buggy driving a high jonce, but never married. In

_ the Berkeley campus.
Henry Cowell, founder

the Cowell family’s last gift to
California. Six years after Har-
ry’s death, the Cowell Founda-
tion made the generous offer of
the Cowell ranch to the Univer-|
sity “of California for a Santa
Cruz campus.

sound of laughter and youth-

ful fun.

From the front porch of his
Santa Cruz home, Henry Cowell
could look straight down Bay
street. Bay led to his big ware-
house and wharf at the corner

The home is. vacant today,
high on the campus hill behind
the twin rows of cypress trees
which line its drive.

]

When Cowell bought out Jor-

and|dan he not only acquired the
patriarch of the Cowell clan in|home and kilns, but the old

California, came to Santa Cruz|wharf down which barrels of
in 1865. He and his wife Alice|lime  were rolled to waiting
had five children: Isabella, Er-|ships, and Rincon Rancho. Rin.
nest (who married), Samuel H.,|con took in Paradise Park, the

|

SV PROPERTY OWNERS
TO MEET

spirited horse she had been

of Bay and West CIiff drive.
Teams of oxen .labored down
Bay with wagons piled high
with barrels of lime from Cow-
ell’s kilns.

Helen and Agnes. Samuel H.,
who was known as Harry, was
born in San Rafael. He was four
years old when the family came

Felton Big Tree grove and sev-
eral thousand acres of choice
Santa Cruz County real estate.

a buggy wheel struck a rock.

jpreparation for his marriage he
ibought the Appleby mansion
Iwhich stood on a hill above High
istreet. Shortly after building it,

warned against. : ;
In the hills above the ranch,

In the intervening years, the

old home on the ranch was lived
In by ranch manager Frank| :
George and Mrs. George, then| Valley School. It will be the

: In 1888 Davis died an
to Santa Cruz. Patriarch Henry n 1888 Davis died and Cowell

Agnes was thrown

from the

by the local business manager

The Scotts Valley Property
Owners Association will meet
tomorrow at'7:30 p.m. at Scotts

first meeting under the direc-

{Appleby died in a horse and|
ouggy accident. After acquiring

bought the balance of the busi-
ness for $400,000.' The lime

buggy and died of a broken

|

George Cardiff and Mrs. Car-
The Cowells counted their|had brought his family West b .

tion of the new officers.

: un foviin At 1kl Bt neck. The Cowells sent a special/it from Mrs. Appleby, Harry| diff

wealth in the millions; they Lton ‘;.fe Ty] i .| PUrning operation was extended!train to Santa Cruz to carry|Cowell’s romance died on the! In 1964, before he died Car.
ownea ranches and homes- in| B ks o ATLEL. A0 -

many parts of California and for a likely business, the canny > & 24 \ Eany Al

he Pacific Northwest. |Cowell settled on the lime in-| > ; :

|dustry.

For $100,000 Cowell first
bought out the interests of
Albion P. Jordan. He also ac-
quired the Jordan home which
was then considerably smaller,
and built on to the rear por-

Henry Cowell was'the first
man to ship cement to California
from Belgium and fire brick
from England. He had the Midas
ouch: Everything turned to
20ld for him.

He also had his idea of how

was orig-

LRI

The Cowell house

: i | prominent California lime ang along with Jordan’s business.
| inally the Jordan house, built Henry Cowell, patriarch of the | cement family, bought it Artist Will Shepherd ‘made |
" by Albion P. Jordan, pioneer ¢ O O L O O O
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