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E passionate one. Developers ¢
ronmentalists and city officials bave taken ¢
 plicated but firm stands on th rezoni
prime agricultural fand that could mark a hy
shift m Watsonville's wraditionally agricultural
 economic focus. o - ‘
. Surely many would argue that this
| began in the "80s with the decling of froze
food plants in Watsonyiile, but the fact ¥
 city is preparing (o annex and rezone 2
neat Riverside Drive and 2 600-acre par
of Highway 1 and Lee Road for com
i ¢ the

is & pon-profit group .
_vate and public sector planning professi
| that include biologists, hydrologists
agency heads, traific engineers, Environtmen
 Impact Report rescarchers and more,
they're inclined by the nature of their b
to be plenty thorough. .
 “We saff the decision-makers,” say
‘member Mystere Sapia. “They expect 1o
the Best information available.” - o
Sapia says the group wanted to balance the
- panel with opposing opinions because members.
of the group — which has no official position.
on the issie — have a range of views thel
selves. She says the panel discussion was
designed to provide the public with essential
information “in a different form than just going.
(o the planning department and reading the
applications, which i very two-dimensional.”

The AEP’ February meeting and panel dis-
cussion will be held Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the §
Marinovich Compumity Center, 102 Second St. |
in Watsonville. Admission is free for AEP mem-
bers, 32 for non-members. |
— Steye Palopoli |
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