William Richard Radcliff’s lasti

_ Onthe eve of Rutherford B. Hayes
election, in 1876, to the Presidency of
the United States, a young man carme
to the Pajaro Valley who was going
to make quite a name for himself - his
name was William Richard Radcliff.

in Toledo, Ohio in 1855, he and

his family moved to Grass Valley,
California, where Will was raised, re-
ceived his schooling and learned the
He moved to Sacramento to work

on the Sacramento Union, one of the
most respected newspapers in the
state. His next job was with the
Crocker y where he worked
years. This comipany handled
rinting for the Central Pacific
tailr Company and Will was to
become a first-rate printer as well as
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an accomplished writer.

Coming to the Pajaro Valley in that
year of 1876, Will purchased a half-
interest in the Pajaronian from C.O.
Cummings, editor and publisher of
the newspaper. In 1879, Will married
Lizzie Hopkins, daughter of James
Hopkins, a local man and, in 1880, he
bought out Cummings who retired
from the paper and Radcliff became

the sole owner.

Radcliff and his wife had a daugh-
ter, Ruth, who was to become a teach-
er at Watsonville High School. Lizzie
died at the young age of 27 in 1883
and Will later married Annabel Tut-
tle, daughter of Owen and Mary Tut-
tle. In 1891, Radecliff moved into his
new home located on the corner of
East Beach and Alexander streets.
This large two-story house was front-
ed by a white, picket fence and the
first floor of the home contained a
parlor, dining room, library, pantry,
kitchen, sewing room, porch and up-
stairs there were three bedrooms and
a bathroom. (The house was torn in
down in 1928 to make way for the
building of the California Furniture
Company structure in 1929).

ng influence on the Pajaro Valley

Tragedy struck again in 1900 when
Annabel died of a burst appendix.
Radcliff had become the assistant
cashier of the Bank of Watsonville in
1889 and, later, cashier. It was be-
cause of these duties and others that
he sold his interest in the newspaper
to James Piratsky and his brother, Be-
orge Radcliff, in 1903. Will Radcliff
also served on the city’s first Board
of Aldermen and as a school trustee.

In 1916 a heated debate was going
on by the Watsonville school trustees
on which architect would be hired for
the new high school building - W.H.
Weeks or Ralph Wyckoff. Both men
were very capable but Weeks had
many years of expertise in school
designs so he was chosen. Then Wy-
ckoff was hired to design the new

primary school on Rodriguez Street
and property was purchased from the
Charles Ford Company for $3,280
plus several other lots that fronted on

the street.
. Plans for
the Italian Re-
naissance
{ building were
adopted by the
school boardin
September of
1916.  This
school was
named for
W.R. Radcliff
who was to
die on July 28,
1923. An addition was made to the
school in 1928 by W.H. Weeks. The
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school is now the Radcliff Adult
School.

Three children were born to Will and
Annabel; Belle who married Floyd Mac-
Farlane, Katherine who married Clar-
ence Laws and Phillip who died at the
age of two. Upon Radcliff's death Tho-
mas MacQuiddy wrote: “Watsonville
mourns the passing of one of God’s true.
noblemen, W.R. Radcliffisno more with
us and our loss isimmeasurable. His de-
votion to our community’s true interest
and to that of our county and state:
amounted to a sacred patriotism. In
devotion to American institutions and
inintelligent and untiring service, Mr.'
Radcliff is comparable to the nation’s’
greatest spirits. Now many commu-
nities are blessed with the presence
of men of his caliber. 1



