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“The “preferred alterna-
tlves for controlling the
moth, Leavitt says, are put-
ting pheromone-laced twist
ties on trees and releas-
ing sterile moths, both of
.which throw off mating
cycles. Spraying involves
the aerial release of pher-
omones, which similarly
disrupts reproduction.

Opposition group Stop

the Spray East Bay was
quick to express concern
Friday. The state’s latest
report, the group said, does
nothing more to limit the
areas that can be sprayed,
suggesting that places
with up to a 100 people per
square mile are still subject
‘to the aerial treatments,
“butshouldn’tbe. '
The light brown apple
: moth has been found i ina

: ‘It’s really unfortunate that they keep pushmg

this unnecessary actwrty on the cltlzens of
Santa Cruz COunty and across Callforma. "

NEAL COONERTY, county supervxsor

dOZen countles with the
greatest populations in San-
ta Cruz and San Francisco
counties. State agricultural
officials fear that without a
control program, the moth
will become a maJor prob-

- lem for growers.

The agricultural commu-
nity along Monterey Bay
remains uncertain about the
extent of the threat, yet con-
cerned about trade restric-
tions a breakout of the apple
moth could prompt. Dayve
Cavanaugh, a Pajaro Valley

" nursery owner, said Friday

hehadn’t yet read the state’s
new report, but said he and
other growers would be
looking at it carefully.
Some, including Santa
Cruz County Supervisor
Neal Coonerty, believe the

threat of the moth has been

overstated

“It’s really unfortunate
‘that they keep pushing
this unnecessary activity
on the citizens of Santa
Cruz County and across
California,” Coonerty said’

' Friday.

Earlier this week, the
county’s Board of Supervi- :
sors penned a letter to'the’
state requestmg public hear-
ings on the new report. =

Leavitt said Friday, how-
ever, that California law
does not mandate any fur-
ther hearings. The final envi-
ronmental impact report, he
'said, was being reviewed by
the state’s secretary of agri-
culture and could be certi-
fied as soon as March 4.

. The control program -

could commence at that
point, he said.



