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7

o m Del Mar Theatre, last
mninz picture palace in
4 Cruz, appears fated to
7 ed% up with modern times,
‘ ‘United Artists Theatre
 Circuit has made firm plans
: h convert the venerable mo-
- picture house into a
X, or three cinem

ilar plans were an-
ed nearly one vear
but United Artists of-
i{ this week confirmed
hat he renovation will start
imediately upon approval
citv officials.

* Jim Gallagher, an official
with UA Theatres opera-
i department in San

 officials. Spokesmen

for those departments said
7 had received no such
ns, however._ -

uture of the Del Mar.
a first-run movie
e, .or a county per-
ning arts center. has
much bruited about in
vears, but thevreaf-j
UA plans seem to put
: on a bubbiinﬂ not of
rumors. %

Aordm: 6. Calligher.
| Mar will be pre-
in much of its art
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‘Although declining to give a
_price estimate, Gallagher in-
_dicated that the renovation of
the Del Mar will be con-
mablv cheaper than a simi-

eration performed on the
Theater in Monterey, an
n older picture palace con-
a few vears ago.
t tvpe of theatre (the
Del Mar) is a thing of the
m%.” said Gallagher. ‘‘Pal-
| “aces and coliseums for movies
are no more. The movie-going
_public wants a greater selec-
on of product, and the prob-
lem is Hollvwood only makes
one guarter of the pictures they Of
- did in the ‘40s.
obody builds a big theater
continued Gallagher.
Most of them are boarded up,
ing for the wrecking ball.”
e Del Mar was not always
e unhappy state of awaiting
of facelift, of course. When first
christened on Aug. 14, 1936, as
““a modern temple of entertain-
~ment,”’ the Del Mar was the
epitome of a sleek, modern and
streamlined film showcase.

That legacy lives on today. A

wﬂt into the lobby reveals
lar Art Deco chandeliers,
_arrows and quiver point-

m ﬁke sharp rays of light. The
r was a riot of gilt, sin-
| Egyptian designs, plaster
cotta work, and luxuriant

tapestries. Inside were the
plushest seats imaginable, al-
“though now many of them are
tired and faded.

The . ;

depths to . whxch Santa Cruz
picture exhibition had sunk.
The old Theatre Unique and the
Grand Jewel couldn’t outlast
the depression, and the New
Santa Cruz Theater had de-
generated to a sub-run policy.

The 1930s were filmdom’s

hevday. of course, and despite
the lack of bread in the pantry,
there were lines at movie box
offices across the country. So it
made sense at the time to sink
$100.000 into this ‘“‘dream come
true, Theatre Del Mar.”
Opening mght Warner
Brothers flew in for a special
screemng the world premiere
“China Clipper.” starring

Pat O’Brien, which unspooled
on the giant silver screen while
4six ‘matched blonde usherettes

in red uniforms. and three male
ushers in Phillip Morris page

‘boy outfits milled around. The

feature. was preceded by the
usual Paramount Newsreel and
a Walt Disney short subiject.
Meanwhile, manager Barney
Gurnette chortled to the press,
“Santa Cruz finally has a real
modern theatre, in fact ultra-
modern, in every meaning of

‘the word.”

Along with 550 loge and
balcony seats (the original
high-backed chairs remain in
the loge), and 950 seats on the
main_ floor, there were the
stylish lounges and smoking
“chesterfields”’ that seated 75
in opulent luxury.

The seven months of frantic

construction, usinz between 40

-side panels, and the vist: 4«‘

the downtown area and 3.900

- patrons filled the’ theater to

capacity. The poor Unique; des-
tined to close the next day
stood close by “dark and dingy
by comparison.” according to a
Sentinel account of that day.
Those davs of 33&0
depression-giveaways, or
nights, the Moo Cow lunch ne
door and ‘‘Phone 80 for the
times” are long gone, and now
the Del Mar contemnlaﬁll a
restructured future. =
‘““We won't change any d’ the
decor.” insists UA Th
spokesman Gallagher. e&ﬁ
lower floor will be uncha
with the 'same size screen.
Nothing should be disturbdw’#
But what of the marvellot
feeling one gets when the
Mar is at that point of half-
light, half-gloom? The mcﬁat!d
curtain bustles in a sl
breeze, the towering Egvpti
princesses glare from the w

unbroken white scre
stretches for cinematic miles
A picture palace used to be
place where a youngster coule
lose himself and his cares for
few hours on a Saturday alh!- /

_noon, or where a voung couple

could come for those moments
of privacy away from the uus-
ing eves of parents. :

Those days, indeed, may he
over, but hopefully the Del Mar
will stand as testimony, how-
ever mute, that at at one time,
movies were kings, and the

cavernous theater was thgir o



