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Deep in a remote region of
the Santa Cruz mountains a sel-
dom used and almost forgotten
pioneer road from the Zayante
country to the Saratoga area is
being conditioned — the first
time in nearly 60 years—for ve-
hicular traffic.

When Santa Cruz county was
organized in 1850 this route was
a well kiown major trail and
short-cut to Santa Clara county.

On this pathway of the past
traveled the pack trains of Isaac
Graham who brought Peter Las-
sen to the lower Zayante to
build California’s first power
saw mill on Bean creek in 1840.
This was the favorite route of
the Black Knight of the Zay-
ante—Captain Harry Love of
Joaquin Murietta fame—in the
1850s.

Zayante road to provide an
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tl-ion These people would need

Subsequently, sections
‘the road were used by log
‘hauling oxen teams and in
‘modern times by timber
‘trucks. :

' Because of steep terrain and
difficulties of maintaining an
all-year road, county supervisors
“forgot” the route in the late
1860s. Interest was then focused
on the longer but more favor-
able Glenwood road, forerunner
of Highway 17.

| Now after almost a century
supervisors are moving to re-
store the historic Zayante trail
of yesteryear.

 San Lorenzo Supervisor Vince
catelli lists the reasons:
{—The Zayante  community
h?)asts a considefable popula-

this road in case of forest fires.
It would serve as a fire escape:
—It would again provide a
short route over the mountains.
—It would open up the back
country for development.
Locatelli declares that over |
three miles of road already
have been opened. Some $40,-
000 is in the current county
budget as a first step to com-
plete the road to Bear Creek
road above Montezuma school.

For the venturesome who like
it really rough and can stand
a slow pace, the Zayante road
taps a fascinating domain.

Evidence of early day logging
operations, ravages of forest
fires long since forgotten, re-
main in mute contrast to second
growth redwods. The headwa-
ters of Zayante creek bisect the
road some three miles out. De-
spite lack of October rain, the
stream flows a modest amount
of water.

In canyon lush undergrowth
is manifest. Save for an occasi-
onal deer crashing brush or the
explosion of a startled quail,
the realm is quiet and serene—
seemingly far removed from
man and his progress.

Octogenarian George A.

Martin of Zayante whose

great-grandfather, Manuel Bo-

ronda, came to Monterey with

Father Junipero Serra, has

been a horseman for many

generations. He looks with
mixed emotions on the re-
opening of Zayante road.

Martin recalls years of undis-
turbed riding through this wil-
derness, His wife, Mabel, tells
of traveling the road in a buck-

LONESOME?

No need to be. Family or friends far
away are as near as your telephone.

- And a Long Distance phone call is
the next best thing to being there.
After _all, nothing says YOU like
your voice.

@ Pacific Telephone

Reminder:. To complete your calls
more quickly, dial them direct.
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! Announces the opening of

County Pathway To The Past Reopens

board wagon in 1895. It took

six hours to reach Saratoga-
Locatelli-‘gpines that autdmo-

biles should cut this time con- |

51derably when the surrent proj-
ect is completed.

By Skip Littlefield

Guest Writer
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You May Know
This Library User . . .

Young Michael Kane of 511 Maple Street, Santa Cruz is
a student at Holy Cross with the aptitudes for science.
Michael's particular interest these days is SPACE, and
where else is to be found the greatest source of cur-
rent information? Of course—the LIBRARY! Yet SPACE is
now the commodity in greatest state of shortage in our
library.

Michael is just one of literally thousnds of students of
all ages and interests whose use for their Library is
never-ending and unconfined. School days (and eve-
nings) at Santa Cruz Library are an especially good time
to see why a new library building is urgently needed.
Young people and adulis literally have to compete for
space.
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~ New Life in Looks--
More Room for Books




