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Diane Varni

Labels from a Yugoslav-operated apple busines_g.

By CANDACE ATKINS

STAFF WRITER

OCAL residents can
thank them #or good
places to eat, rest and
shop — not to mention some
of the best-tasting apples
ever.

The local Yugoslavian
community “is an incredibly
energetic and prosperous
group. They’ve really con-
tributed ... They just looked
gor opportunity and went for
it,”” said Nikki Silva, curator
for the current exhibit at
Pajaro Valley Gallery, “A
History of the Yugoslavian
Community in Santa Cruz

County.”’

Picture a life-sized family
scrapbook, and you’ll have an
idea of the exhibit, Silva said.

“It’s a collection of
things,”’” she said. ‘It doesn’t
pretend to be the be-all and
end-all history of the Yugos-
lavians. It’s more a ‘family
of man’ feeling.”

That seems to be the qual-
ity that brings the exhibit
alive. With help from four
Yugoslavian organizations,
Silva was able to compile
remembrances — she has
even recreated a scene from
Jack’s Cigar Store, complete
with gumball machine and
original cash register.
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Ext&it«.\ curator Nikﬂki Sihn adjusts traditional costumes on exhibit.

“That’s where all the men
~ went,” she said. “They did

- business. Business deals went b

j ,ﬂm there.”

. She’s also set up a restau-
.‘.“;flﬂt scene. In the early and
| middle 1900s, most of Watson-
- ville’s restaurants were
| owned by Slavs, Silva said.
There are still a number of
oslavian-owned eatdﬁu
1¢ local area, incl

‘ Miramar Grill on Mliu
. Street and the Del Monte Cafe
at Walker and West Beach
- streets. Slavic culture was
kept alive around dinner
| tables in the ethnic restau-
| rants, and the exhibit con-
‘ Msome
days.

‘been given :
icent things,” san said.
There’s a collection of apple-
box labels from Scurich

other orchards, as well anin‘

apple box-making display.

Silva started working on the
exhibit in January. She relied
on local Slavs to supply her
with information and arti-
facts, and to spread the word
throughout the Yugoslavian
community that the exhibit
was under way. Yesterday,
when the show opened, she
was still getting offers to help
with the display and to supply
bit items and memories

of days gone by in the Pajaro
vzﬁw
Whln gathering her data,

lva spent time at Yugosla-
vian community dinners, bar-
ses and social functions.

?

immigrated to better them-
selves financially, avoid Aus-
trian rule and the military

_ draft, to make a home for
" their families and to have
_ Some adventure in America.

The newcomers soon

- formed benevolent societies.

The members were worried
in sickness or death,
there would be nobody to take
care of their personal busi-
ness or notify the families.

The local groups quickly
became social as well — and
four are still active, Silva
said. Most of the members
live in the South County.
Their immigrant grandfath-
ers, or great-grandfathers, as

‘young men, probably traveled

first to the Mother Lode to
work in the gold mines and
later went to San Francisco

- to work in restaurants. Dish-

washing was a typical job for

- the Yugoslavian immigrant.
‘They’d hear,

Silva said,
about orchard jobs in the
Pajaro or Santa Clara valleys
and would move south.

Pajaro Valley became a
permanent home for many. It

~was something like their
~homeland,

the Konavle
Valley near the Dalmatian
Coast, Silva said. When set-
tled, they not only sent for
wives or parents, they invited
brothers, sisters, cousins,
uncles and grandparents to
the new country.

Their numbers grew
quickly in Santa Cruz County.
In 1913, Jack London called
Pajaro Valley ‘Little Dalma-
tia” in his book ‘Valley of
the Moon.”’

~ The population has contin-
ued to grow. People are still
immigrating to the Pajaro
Valley, Silva said. Like those
before them, they almost
always have family awaiting

_ them here.

Sﬂva said there were two
r periods of immigration
> late 1800s and post-
| War II. Those who
d after the war are still
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referred to as ‘‘newcomers.”’

Some who visited this coun-
try returned home, but many
more took their place. Silva
said the majority of Slavs
who settled in the Watsonville
area were devout Catholies.
They came from big families,
and they reared big families
in California.

Silva said many Yugoslavi-
ans married other Yugoslavi-
ans, and huge families
resulted. When she put the
show together, she said one of
the hardest parts was choos-
ing families to feature.

“You don’t want to leave
anybody out,”’ Silva said.
“But it is such a large com-
munity, you have to choose.”

Some of the names visitors
will .see are Resetar, Balish
and Scurich. There will be
traditional costumes and
clothing, photos, tools, farm
equipment and many arti-
facts from everyday life as
well as from cultural and
religious festivals.

Silva credited the Yugosla-
vian American Cultural
Organization, the Croation
Fraternal Union, the Adriatic
Croation Club and the Slavic
American Benevolent
Society, as well as many
individuals, for helping make
the history of the Yugoslavian
community exhibit an inti-
mate look at the Slavie
people in Santa Cruz County.

“A History of the Yugosla-
vian Community in Santa
Cruz County’’ will run
through Aug. 13 at Pajaro
Valley Gallery, Porter Build-
ing, 10 Maple St., Watson-
ville.

An opening reception is
scheduled for Saturday from
4 to 6 p.m. Refreshments will
be provided by members of
the Yugoslav-American Cul-
tural Organization. Entertain-
ment will be by thﬁ..r-
Harmonija Choir. o

Further Informatlan V
available by calling




