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seeks study
of Flatiron

Council votes to fund
renoyation assessment

By Paul Rogers
Mercury News Staff Writer

The Santa Cruz City Council will get an outside
opinion about whether demolishing its oldest surviv-
ing downtown landmark, the 1859 Flatiron building, is
inevitable.

After months of outcry from historic preservation-
ists, council members voted unanimously Tuesday
night to hire structural engineer Loring Wyllie of San
Francisco to complete an independent assessment of
the building’s chances for renovation.

The Flatiron, a triangular brick building at the head
of the Pacific Garden Mall, suffered extensive dam-
age in the Loma Prieta earthquake and remains
boarded up.

Named because .it resembles an antique clothing
iron, the two-story Flatiron holds particular signifi-
cance to local history.

Not only was it a county courthouse in the 1860s and
the first brick building in downtown Santa Cruz, but
its adjacent wing also housed the city’s first Wells
Fargo stagecoach station. Just before the quake, it
was home to the Teacup restaurant and Plaza Bakery.

The Flatiron’s owners, the family of Councilman
Louis Rittenhouse, say it is beyond repair and should
be torn down to make way for a new, four-story
building.

The Rittenhouses applied for a demolition permit in
July, claiming that restoration would be prohibitively
expensive and impractical, since much of the original
structure had been altered by previous owners.

But preservationists, still dejected over the demoli-
tions of the 1920s-era St. George Hotel and the land-
mark Cooper House, protested.

“The Flatiron building has seen it all,” wrote C
brillo College Professor Sandy Lydon in a rec¢
political newsletter. “The rally to mourn the deat?
Abraham Lincoln, the celebration at the end of!€
Civil War. . .. the many rallies calling for the ¢ ©
the Vietnam War. ‘

“Now they want to tear down the last piece ota
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