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East Cliff Family
Health Center is
sister clinic to Santa
Cruz operation

By Jondi Gumz
Jgumz@santacruzsentinel.com
@jondigumz on Twitter

LIVE OAK » About 200 people

showed up Friday morning to
celebrate something Live Oak
has needed for a long time: A
family-friendly and state-of-
the-art medical clinic with
more than a dozen practitio-
ners to treat patients.

The East Cliff Family Health
Center, located at 21507 E. Cliff
Drive, is a sister clinic to the
Santa Cruz Women’s Heslth
Center, founded in 1974, where
leaders identified an opportu-
nity to make a difference in
Live Oak with the Affordable

-
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Care Act expanding health
coverage.

" “Thank you,” said Santa
Cruz County Supervisor John
Leopold, who represents Live
Oak, an incorporated area with
more people than Capitola and
Scotts Valley combined.

For two years, the $3.2 mil-
lion project was championed
by Leslie Conner, executive di-
rector of Santa Cruz Commu-
nity Health Centers, which en-
compasses two clinic locations.

The clinic will provide pri-
mary care for men, women and
children integrated with men-
tal health and substance abuse
services. It represents an un-
usual example of collaboration
by health care institutions that
often compete for patients.

Dominican Hospital and the
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
each are providing $1.5 million
over five years toward operat-
ing expenses, and Dominican
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ast Cliff Family Health Center visitors get a look at the new $3.2 million facility Friday.

ON THE NET

To view videos at the East
Cliff Family Health Center,
visit www.santacruzsentinel.
com and click on this story.

provided a $2.5 million low-
interest construction loan for
renovations.

“This is utopia,” said Dr.
Larry deGhetaldi of Palo Alto
Medical Foundation, snap-
ping a cell phone photo of the
attendees.

“You are in good hands,”
said Dr. Nanette Mickiewicz,
Dominican Hospital president,
noting Dr. Salem Magarian,
who had overseen 1,600 chil-
dren at Dominican’s pediatric
outpatient clinic at 610 Freder-
ick St., will continue that work
in Live Oak. :

“Patients like the location,”
Magarian said, observing
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EAST CLIFF FAMILY
HEALTH CENTER

What: 9,000-square-

foot clinic, 15exam rooms,
three behavioral counseling
rooms, lab, space for health
insurance enrollment, pre-
natal education office and
group meeting space.
Where: 21507E. Cliff Drive,
Live Oak, East Cliff Village
Shopping Center.

Who: Dr. Maria Mead, Dr.
Garry Crummer, Dr. Salem
Magarian, Dr. Angelica
Salazar, Dr. Miguel Angel
Dorantes, Dr. Victor Salazar:
physician assistants Eileen
Donnelly, Maria Fuchs,
Wilibaldo Reyes; nurse
practitioners Meredith Keet,
Becky Sox, Julia Stevens:
social worker Mila Shank.
Services: Primary care for
men, women-and children
integrated with mental
health and substance abuse
services.

Hours: Next week, 1-5 p.m.
Monday-Friday; Starting

in June, 8:15a.m. to 8p.m.
Monday through Friday; Sat-
urday hours start in summer.
Details: Visit www,
SCHealthCenters.org. For an
appointment, call 831-427-
3500.
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many- patients live within
walking distance on 17th Av-
enue while others can reach
the clinic by bus in 10 to 12
minutes.

More pediatricians will
start work in June and Au-
gust, he said.

Bogard Construction per-
formed a total makeover,
creating a welcoming space
full of light with a design by
Wald Ruhnke & Dost.

“Best thing that ever hap-
pened to this shopping cen-
ter,” said former Santa Cruz
mayor Katherine Beiers.

What makks it different
is that physicians and medi-
cal assistants sit next to each
other at work stations sur-
rounded by glass walls. They
can see patients coming into
an exam room; consultation
is as easy as turning your
chair around to speak to a
colleague.

“There shouldn’t be a hi-
erarchy,” said project man-
ager Kate Hartzell, who was
eager to take on this chal-
lenge after retiring as di-
rector of the Cabrillo Col-
lege Student Health Center
and received a ceremonial

key as thanks. “Everyone
adds value — it makes a dif-
ference in outcomes.”

Livia Monteleone of Live
Oak was a patient at the
Santa Cruz Women’s Health
Center whena motorcycle ac-
cident four years ago tempo-
rarily put her in a wheelchair.

“I was always cared for,”
she said. “I thought they
were treating me special but
they do it for everybody.”

She is now on the clinic
board as a patient represen-
tative.

Those looking for Dr. Ra-
chel Abrams and Santa Cruz
Integrative Medicine, which
used to be in East Cliff Vil-
lage, will find her practice at
740 Front St., Santa Cruz.
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