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Officials say
\/ they were

blindsided by
threat to close

Sentinel staff writer

SANTA CRUZ — The Santa Cruz
SPCA threw a curveball at local
public officials Friday by an-
nouncing it will phase out its gov-
ernment contracts by J uly 2000. :

The organization provides ani-
mal-control services to Santa Cruz
County and the cities of Santa
Cruz and Scotts Valley. It also pro-

Local governments refuse
to pay their way for
mandated services,
animal control group says

pends some time with a client at the Live Oak shelter Friday.

vides sheltering services for those
areas and the city of Capytola,
which operates its own animal
control.

SPCA officials said the contracts
must be canceled becapsg local
governments aren’t willing to
spend 50 percent more to help the
organization satisfy a new state
law requiring shelters to hold' ani-
mals longer before euthanizing
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them.

The news took city and county
officials by surprise. They said
they had not made any firm deci-
sions about animal-control costs
and were still willing to negotiate
with the nonprofit organization.

The state law, written by state
Sen. Tom Hayden, D-Santa Moni-
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ca, takes effect in J uly and aims to
increase animal adoption by in-
creasing the holding periods for
animals to up to seven days. While
the Santa Cruz shelter, like most
shelters, attempts to hold on to
most animals as long as possible,
the previous law only required a
three-day holding period.

The longer period, SPCA offi-
cials said, will crowd shelter
Spaces and mean that al] dogs and
cats, even those that are danger-
ous or otherwise impossible to
place, must stay seven days and
take up space that could be used
for adoptable animals,

Because of the change, SPCA co-
director Brian Taylor proposed
that the government agencies pay
50 percent more, taking the tota]
government contribution to about
$1.5 million. The additional mon-
ey would be used for additional
staff to train and prepare animals
for adoption.

In the last budget year the coun-
ty paid $735,000 to the SPCA.

If the SPCA were to continue ac-
cepting animals under the govern-
ment contracts and the new law,
“We’d either have to build new
kennels for our animals or in-
crease the killing,” Taylor said.

The SPCA now operates on a
$1.5 million budget, with about
$500,000 coming from private
sources. Under the current con-
tracts with local governments, it
provides eight animal-control offi-
cers and shelter Space, Taylor
said. The shelter, at 2200 Seventh
Ave. in Santa Cruz, has kennels for
60 dogs and 60 cats and areas for
other animals as wel].

The shelter houses about 8,500
animals each year and is usually
full between April and October.,

Taylor and co-director Jo Stors-
berg said they are serious about
dropping the government con-
tracts. After making requests for
more money, they said, it became
evident there was no money avail-
able or a lack of political will to

| commit additional resources,

Taylor said SPCAs in Monterey
and Santa Clara counties an-
nounced plans earlier this year to
drop their government contracts
for similar reasons,

“If we would have wanted to
take a hard-line stance, we would
have done this at the same time as
Monterey and Santa Clara,” Taylor
said. “We took the time to develop
a proposal to be really proactive.
Our goal from the beginning was to
create a partnership and up to this
week we worked hard to do so.”

Santa  Cruz City Manager
Richard Wilson and County Ad-
ministrative Officer Pat Busch
said Friday they had no idea such
a drastic move was coming, ‘

‘I'm_ stunned,” Wilson said.
“This is a big deal. But it’s disap- |
pointing because it would seem to = |
me ... they have some responsibili-
ty to the governments they have
contracted with for so many years,
Ifind it completely shocking.”

Wilson said Taylor never ap-
proached him about the need for
more money, Storsberg asked the
Santa Cruz City Couneil to consid-
er giving more money at two bud-
get hearings, the most recent held
Thursday night,

Taylor said the additional mon-
ey also would be used to pay the
medical and other expenses of an-
imals cared for temporarily by
“foster familjes.”




