FELTON — For the first time in six

years, a gypsy moth has been found in
_the San Lorenzo Valley. But a spokes-

man for the county Agricultural Com-
missioner says the find last week in
. Henry Cowell State Park does not mean
an infestation or a return of the aerial

Deputy Agricultural Commissioner
Dave Moeller assured it is not that un-
common for single-moth finds to occur.

“It would be pure speculation to state

han we found a single

h,” he said. “We’ll
develops. Were'

cautiously optimistic that this was a

single-moth event, and nothing more.” '

Gypsy moths were officially eradicat-
ed in Felton in 1986 following a contro-
versial state Department of Food and
Agriculture aerial spray program. Sev-
en aerial applications of the non-chemi-
cal Bacillus thuringiensis was sprayed
over 175 acres in the San Lorenzo Val-
ley in 1985 after seven gypsy moths
were found. The non-chemical bacteri-
um was used instead of the insecticide
Carbaryl only aﬁer local residents and

won a court case pre-

_county officials won
mmmmmmm

ger msecticide

The moth’s caterpillars are capable of
defoliating whole forests if established
here. They could be a serious threat to
agriculture, forest and recreational
land, and are a continuing problem
back East and in Oregon. The county
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office has
continued to place and monitor some

350 traps in the county throughout

spring and summer in hopes of prevent-
ing another infestation.

Moeller said as a precaution the
county has placed another 53 traps in
m mmmﬂa ma ‘where the single

renzo Valley

trap

gypsy moth was trappﬂtf last week.
additional traps will be monitored dlﬂ?
for a week. : e

“This will help us declde if there are.
more moths in the area or if the inci
dent was a single- moth situatioa.'?
Moeller said.

Gypsy moths typ1ca11y lay egg masad
on household goods, lawn furnit
lumber or recreatlonal vehicles. It is
believed the single moth trapped may
have “hitchhiked” on a recreational ve:
hicle that came ﬁ'om an infested aru,
such as Oreem : ’




