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By BILL NEUBAUER
Sentinel: Staff Writer

There’s an AMBAG in your
life, and whether you realize it
or don’t, the organization could
have a big effect upon your
ultimate well-being. -

AMBAG is an acronym for
Association of Monterey Bay
Area Governments. The group
is the designated regional plan-
ning agency for counties and
cities in the Monterey Bay
area. As such, it reviews many

No Changes
Necessary:

Gangloff

The dust has settled at the
Capitola Police Department, as
Chief
of the county sheriff’s depart-
ment has asslt;megh il;l: job as
temporary police -

Pgﬁce Chief ' Martin
Bergthold and his two top
aides, George Turegano
Dennis Syfers, were suspended
Tuesday by the city council.
The three were granted tem-
norarv leave — with pay —

Deputy Marvin Gangloff

Candidates for assessor nave SOINC Giallle

Importance Of AMBAG P

- city and county applications for

federal and state grants. And
while the group has no author-
ity over any of its member
cities or counties, its comments
about the merits of a proposed
roject could influence higher-
evel decisions on whether the
federal or state governments
will help to fund that project
through a grant.

That basic information was
given to the city galanning com-
mission Wednesday night b
Ernest H. Vovakis, AMBA
director of areawide planning,
at a study session in the civic
auditorium. -

Then Vovakis outlined nu-
merous planning efforts made
by AMBAG to improve quality
of life throughout the region as
well as in Santa Cruz. :

Four so-called ‘“issue” pa-
pers developed by AMBAG
were given to commissioners
for study because of their re-
levancy to Santa Cruz. These
cover water quality, land use,
housing, growth and develop-
ment and erosion and sediment
control.

Federal and state funds for
such projects will ultimately be

and released in support of regional
plans covering these and other

-from such

programs, comin|
ral Depart-

sources as the f

ment of Housing and Urban
Development, the Housing and
Community Development Act
and the Office of Planning Re-
search, Vovakis indicated.

Several times  Gerald
Bowden, commission chair-
man, asked: “Speciﬁcall{', in
terms of bucks, what’s in it for
the city of Santa Cruz to be
involved with AMBAG?”

Apart from any indirect ben-
efits resultant from regional
planning, there could be direct
benefits in funding if the city
planned its projects to conform
to regional plans ultimately de-
veloped, Vovakis brought out.

And some of the planning
could have a far-reaching im-
pact, Vovakis suggested.

For example, Bowden noted
that a sewerage plan for the
area developed ty AMBAG
might include a requirement
for the city to serve the
Pasatiempo and Rolling Woods
sections. This would conflict
with city policy to deny service
until the two sections annex to
the metropolis.

What would happen, Bowden
asked, if that were the AMBAG
plan and the city didn’t go
along?

Vovakis said this would not
be a problem because the city
plan is expected to be com-
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pleted before the AMBAG plan.
But he said if it were the
AMBAG plan this would be
considered by the state and
federal agencies approached
for supporting grants.

AMBAG is under a require-
ment to complete its water
quality control plan by June
next year, and it also must
complete the land use and hous-

ing elements of its reglonal_

plan by the same time,

Steve Russell, Santa Cruz ac-
ting planning director, pointed
out in a report that a so-called
A-95 review process set up by
the federal Office of Budget
Management ties regional plan-
ning policies and local projects
more closely together, and that
the criteria set forth in a paper
designated A-95 calls for local
projects to be consistent with

regional :olic to get favorable
funding decisions

So, Vovakis sald, many AM-

Tennis Club

DANA POINT (AP) — An
attorney for the Dana Strand
Beach and Tennis Club in Or-
ange County has denied charges
it discriminated against a Los
Angeles family because of their
religion.

BAG “issue’’ papers have been
developed and many regional
policy papers will be evolved
from these.

An “‘issue” paper sets forth
an issue or problem to be re-
solved through ultimate poli-
cies and regional plans. The
member government agencies
are asked to comment on the
problems, to make suggestions
for their solutions. The AMBAG
planning staff develops the
plans for submission to the AM-
BAG board (which is composed
of representatives of member
groups). Eventually a plan is to
be ratified and this then be-
comes the policy statement the
federal and state agencies will
use as calipers in measuring
the merits of a proposed local

oﬁft‘éﬁ- gut To SC Planners

project.

To date, AMBAG has de-
veloped 15 issue papers to meet
its obligations as a reﬂonal
planning agency, Vovakis re-
ported. And some of these are
quite detailed.

For example, in considering
the issue of septic tank pollu-
tion of water sources, AMBAG
identifies 81 septic-tank prob-
lem areas in this county alone.
" In other words, AMBAG is
working in more ways than
most people know to improve

the quality of life in their areas,

Vovakis said.

And Vovakis made it clear
the agency would welcome the
cooperative aid of the city plan-
ning commission in developing
the regional plans.
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