On October 9, 1995, officiafs
for Sutter Health of Sacramento
announced that they had closed
acquisition talks with the Santa
ing Nurse's
_that Sutter

Cru z County Vi
Association, an

Health would igmpediately

assume the role of VNA'
corporate board member. ,
Sutter Health has affiliated

with VNA associated home
health agencies in other commu-
nities. VNA is presently thef
areaa's largest home health--__v

provider.
- “The objective from VNA s

perspective was to find an affilia-
tion partner that could support
our mission, and assist us in pro-
viding finacial stbxli_ty, access to ~
managed care contracting and the
ability to provide management_ ’
and administrativ expemse, ’

said interim VNA director Joan
Grewohl. “We were also looking

for an affiliation that would

strongly emphasize automomy

and control through a iocal com-

munity board.”

VNA had reportcdly entered
into discussions with Sutter last
spring, not long after VNA had
learned of $600,000 due VNA's
biggest customer MediCare. The
debt resulted from nearly a year
overcharging the federal msur-

departure last May She d
report Sutter would have to|
approve the candidate selected by
VNA's board and approve VNA's
annual operatmnal and cap:tal
budgets. O




