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‘Mayor proposes
that the city sell

Porter Building

Pl By;sKEN McLAUGHLIN @ll - But Councilman Vi e
. When Bill Johnston speaks; o on, coniending that
Council members listen. * 7 wouldbe to sell a building “the

P : : v city already has,” the i consider
At least that's how it was Tuesday City: n pay a high price .4 of the Watsonville Library, sirice the

Friends of the Freedg}(xr: Library have
Porter-Pfingst Building — and use the Jeretic, “ie ought to be charged with trustees to gut the library in Freedom
n addition, the county Board of
rs Tuesday agreed to fund the

when the mayor suggested that the hhpy it back in_the future. ,
Gke #elf ‘the Porter Bullding apioie. & & the. council were to do thall e |

money -to build a second-story to the Atreason.

Gity’s new police station, The additional _The bomtiman suggested. Tt SR ©

floor would house city offices in the ‘building be spruced up “just enough to o Lo

“We're going to need growth space,” understand why anyone would want

- When the council decided last monthto _ &“ﬁ?&t barn (

build the police station at Central Avenue
and Union Street, it also talked about Building). . -
plans to construct a second-story. But the Both Hoffman and Krause

idea was quickly put aside, since the :

i 7

didn’t have the money. s , cour
But now that private investors are then .rehabilitation ~would be  sense.
interested in restoring the Porter and economically feasible because of tax -ordin

laws favoring historic preservation.

use, the_council thinks it can make Hoffman commented that “you could not

Vi oY

M on structures it once wanted fp ol 7_ »‘i new bullding of the same w: aﬂMargar
i ‘meforhalfanﬂlligndollars." . Lane, for $20,

Johnston said he'd still like to see the ~ Roger's brother, Jeff, explained that. |

buildings come down to make way for the revitalized Porter Building W

Iy i

‘that it was no longer ne
making the Freedom Library

B i ” : Ugh 10 wprary until July 1, Buell pointed out.
‘make it usable.” But he said he couldn’t “The p:::;)lem s);ems to hg:;"w Ned

Fout,” the city manager said.
Accepted a bid for $95,908 for a new
- “triple combination pumping engine” for
, the Fire Department. -8
; - explained,  —Agreed with Councilman Ann Soldo
ty however, that if the building is listed on that a sentence in the minutes for the
™ the National Register of Historic Places, council meeting of Feb. 26 didn’t make
The sentence read: “The
nce, which was defeated, was

nied a claim by Beatrice Gonzales
et Buckman, of 48 Packard
000. The woman allege that
k performed by Taylor Construction
~in conjunction

with the city’s

police station and municipal offices, But essentially be a new building “witﬂ,l.ﬂ;l housing rehabilitation program, was.

since the council has chosen another site ~old building.” ey performed.
for the station, the mayor reasoned, George Kypuros, vice-president of the ﬁ ished Planning
"~ ' Watsonville  Area Development Elienwood a happy 60th birthday.

“Let’s sell the whole thing.” g £ :
Several other council members said ‘, ration, suggested that a committee
they agreed with the mayor’s thinking. be formed consisting of two members of
But at the suggestion of Councilmen  the council, two city staff members and
Charles Palmtag, the council ele ed to  two members of the development
wait two weeks to give the city staff time corporation. The committee would

to evaluate the plan — and detemﬂgﬁ search for a way to restore the building

worth of the two buildings. GBS s way acceptable to all parties
The city bought the Porter Building 10 involved. o

years ago for $90,000. The Porter-m' ~ Council members indicated that they

Building was bought last year for $49, d the proposal, but decided to wait

(It's estimated the second-story on the (WO weeks (for the city staff’s report on.
police station would cost $500,000.) selling the two buildings) before
" Two development firms, Hoffman and appointing the city’s representatives to
Associates and Pacific Sun Prom\ e committee. :
sent representatives to the T other business Tuesday night, the
meeting Tuesday night to express their council: S
interest in revitalizing the two b . —Heard from consulting erm
(Hoffman and Associates is als Chris Kahr that the state
interested in obtaining the Boys Club Resources Control Board has most likely
gm_) » opg Mdan appeal by the Sierra'"c{n/h
Roges Hotfman told the council that a Tegarding the granting of a five-year
‘structural engineer recently remarkedto PEl
him that the Porter Building is i ‘much Into ) The vanted
“hetter shape than the Mansion Hou » amoratorium on building until the city’s
which Hoffman and Associates is now 'sewage treatment plant is upgraded.
estoring tothe tune of $1.5million. e i
e v e b PO e 1
‘Building for $10 — the rationale for the 3 ; ghwag =
nominal cost being that the cit now on Main Street. The coun had
MO s city once  wapted the highway relocated to Airport
planned on paying someone to tear it poylevard and Holohan Road, but the
doy ?i‘rhe land would eltherbelewn ﬁ & too high ($1.25 million) o -4
" Man SRy » transportation department says it
Mayor Johnston, however, commented ; i
M he city would not sell the building won't pay for the rerouting. The most
e, ; o , ] ing alternative involves loca
“for 1y like Roger wants. It“ “ e high Ri idé Drive ‘
mayor’s opinion that the city could get W?g,;;g{,eg;‘ vetsie T
e L . —Gave their 'blessing to a plan 'M’
i m‘x_ﬁa“tzfd"{hzagf‘.‘; su“"thl;‘t“m Naturipe Berry Growers to build a new
umum brarog st | 0 Dt Industrial Road
v e Porter Building M\!illemployaboutloopeoplem
would ‘“‘get the ball rolling” on  the summ L
revitalization of lower Main Street. - giaths :
o i ; o ~ —Postponed discussion on a proposed
One suggestion of the city staff istosell preservation ordinance The
e e e T, G 6 L St ks e sl
the building and lease the land, giving matter was the last item on the agenda,
the city the “first option” to buy the andthe council ranoutof time.

structure when it comes back on the
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