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ics  administration emiployev at

See Picture on page 16.

Tuesday Night

Council To Discuss Residency Change

By John Wheeler

City councilmen Tuesday
will give city hall employes
a final answer to their re-
quest for scrapping or at least
revamping residency require-
ments which are condition of per-
manent city employment.

In the council session, a report
from the city’s’ civil service com-
mission will be taken as evidence
before the voting. Residency re-
quirements which in other cities
have stizred strong resentment be-
tween eduncil and employes, are
termed a slighting of the city’s
own best interests by the com-

‘mission; ]

The city can ill afford to stand
by its requirements in its own
best interests of trying to lure the
best employes possible in a com-
petitive labor market where coun-
ter bids are made by industry and
business, according to the com-
mission report.

City Manager Robert Klein,
who at first opposed any change
in the setup, now backs a com-
promise calling for permitting
employes to live within a radi-
us of six miles of city hall. The
new boundaries would include
Majors Creek, Felton, Highway
17—Scotts Valley road intersec-
tion and~Seacliff Beach state
park, ‘

Some city councilmen agree
that the requirement could not
only be eased but done away with
altogether. Their only restriction
was fire and police which they
thought should be put under a six
mile limit.

Councilman Adrian J ensen, who
will take over the mayor’s chair
next month, called the residency
requirement overaged and un-
realistic. He said he would favor
doing away . with apy artificial

boundaries for all employes except
the ones concerned with public
safety.

According to Councilmen
Dick Farrar and Dr. Ted Foster,
the requirements would brohd-
en the city’s potential employe
source and make.jobs more de-
sirable with the city. ‘

City Civil Service Commission

is important to note that a re-
liable, efficient employe who re-
sides outside the cily is of
greater value to the city and its
taxpayers than a mediocre em-
ploye who resides within the
city.” :

Twohig also pointed out that in
his opinion “the city is not a char-
itable institution ( thereby ecaus-
ing anyone who works for it to be
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Chairman Tom Twohig said, “It -
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in especial debt to the city for re-
ceiving charity-tinted joh).” An
employe is picked because he is
trained and able for a job of a
iven salary, and that’s ali, he add-
ed in a letter to council members.

Shold the council back the re-
quest for change, the question
would go to the voters probably
in November’s general election
since a charter amendment is
needed. Opposition to the proposal
by some councilmen may come be-
cause of previously stated disin-

the charter.
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